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FRUITS OF REFLECTION. 



ON NATURE AND ART, AND THE 

INSTABILITY OF HUMAN 
GRANDEUR. 

READING lately the Abb^ 
Poiret's Voyage en Barbarie,! vras tempted 
to translate the following extract, as I 
thought it might prove amusing to my 
youthful readers. 
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I have lately made some very long 
excursions: — On one side I have been as 
far as the base of Mount- Atlas; and on the 
^ other, almost to the borders of the great 
desert of Saara. How sivblinieiy magni- 
ficent are the views which I have con- 
templated, ..and how striking is the aspect 
of simple nature. — A thousand times, in 
Europe, have I admired those exotic plants, 
which are collected at a great expence in 
our hot houses, but my admiration never 
made a lasting impression ; for the most 
fertile genius, or the most exalted imagi- 
nation can never- rise to the^ublinie beauties 
of the universe which there appear before 
them, mingled with the labours of men. 

" What "satisfactitm have I experieHced 
for son^e months past' in traveling these 
wild and uncukiyated r^giorxg, where every 
thing grows in the luxurious negligence 
of nature ; the bramble is neighbour to the 

laurd^ 
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kurd, and the myrtle is entwined with the 
thorn, while the pomegranate and olive 
present themselves to refresh the wearied 
travellers, dcffended only by the thick foliage 
which shield them from the scorching heat 
^f the sun. Various flowers in all thd 
pride df nature enamel the ground, and are 
constati tly renewed by the shedding of their 
seed on the earth. The oik rises ma- 
jestically towards the Heavens, and the 
fruit trees yield abundance without tl\e in- 
terference of art. 

The view is diversified at eviery step; 
rich pefstures, immense plains, hills covered 
with heath, mastick^ broom and hollyock— - 
inaccessible and craggy rocks, barren and 
scorching sands; dark and impenetrable 
forests edged with marshes, and extensive 
lakes, abounding with* water-fowl, which 
hover by day over their surface, and in the 
B 2 night 
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night find a safe asylum among the reeds 
and bulrushes which cover the banks. 

In exploring these gloomy and ve- 
nerable forests, their awful solitude fre^ 
tjuently carries back my thoughts to the 
most remote antiquity ; until the force of 
imagination almost leads me to expect to 
meet some of the primeval inhabitants, 
who, alas, are no longer to be traced but 
in their works. 

I cannot convey, by words, any idea 
of what I experience, when I contemplate 
the ancient ruins which every now and 
then present themselves in these wild and 
desolate ri^gions. . Fragments of walls, 
columns extended on, the ground, the 
vestiges of highways, and inscriptions 
nearly defaced from the stones on which 
they have been engraven ; these excite. 
?n my mind a contemplative melancholy; 

I 
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P combine the past and the present^ com- 
pare ages, and consider myself surrounded 
by the shades of those over whose ashes- 1 
tread.. 

The Getulians, the Numedians, the 
Carthaginians, and the Romans, ^* in my 
mind^s eye," rise from their tombs, and 
give me emphatic and affecting lessons on 
the shortness of Hfe, and the fleeting glory 
6f the greatest empires* I then behold 
only broken sceptres, fallen crowns, thrones 
reversed^ and nations dispersed and va^- 
ntshed for ever. I in vain seek for the 
rich and extensive city of Carthage, the 
powerful kingdom^ of jQgartha, or the 
conquests and labours of Kome; all are 
vanished, and in their stead nothing remains 
but a few scattered- ruins almost buried 
from the' view by briars and bushes. — 
How eloquently do these ruins speak to 
the human heart — I sometimes remain 
B 3 among 
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among them whole hours^ absorbed iii 
meditatipn ; until rousing myself from re- 
flection^ I advance more into the desert 
part of the country, where my thoughts 
assume a different character, as I consider 
the sublime works of my Creator, diver-; 
sified in majestic variety ^pund me. 

The beauties of nature often disappear 
under the hand of mau ; he unites what 
can contribute to his happine^s^ or add to 
his convenience^ but the destroys the mag- 
nificent arrangem^t of the univterse, md in 
its stead frequently ejihibits constraint^ and 
sometimes absurdity. -r- Cultivated nature 
can never hav« the same effect upon the 
imagination as nature in a state of rudeness; 
the first is agreeable and commodious, but 
the letter, anr^idst its awful horrors, strike^ 
the mind with the superiority of- its beauty 
and majesty. 
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Foeta whtn dMirom of ekvating 
the mind td ^reat and sublime 'sobjects, 
osnally cltoose rocks ^nd desertd for thdir 
scenery, as the priest of Apollo composing 
hymns to lliat Deity in en figed forest; or 
the drakls oelebimting thar cnysterioas 
worship amidst then- 'sscred (grores^; i^ie, 
on the contrary^ whm they represent 
spoiitive gambols, gentle nuiles, love and 
the ^roces^ they wtr Hii their ^bod^ on the 
lowing limnks of some crystal foumain in 
roesBte bowera, or in spbti embellished by 
cultivation a«id Brt. 

^Let lighter stodies^ thereibpei, tie 
cultivated in ^hese scenes which best befit 
them ; but for the man of deep research 
and genius, let him study far from the 
habitations of m^,— l^t him behold Althing 
in the wniver&e but the work^ of the Al- 
mighty, such as they came fro^n his hands, 
—let him leave the virtuosi collecting 
B4 their 
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their paltry specimens, and disposing of 
them beneath their glas^s in their cabinets 
of curiosities.— ^It is not there that the 
observer of nature will enter on his studies^ 
—he wiU view the stone in its quarry, the 
mineral in its vein, and the plant in its 
native soiI-<^for it is not sufficient to con^ 
template one particle, he must examine 
the who1e> and Gonsider the bar* 
iBony that reigns in the distribution of 
each part. -—Such were rAy reflections 
daring my travels^ when I compared what 
I had seen^ with what I. actually. saw and 
reflected with wonder how man can have 
the presumptuous folly to imagine that he 
can improve the works of his Creator." 
{ . 

Notwithstanding the above observa« 
tlons, it must be allowed that we owe many 
of the conveniencies, necessaries, and 
comforts of life to art, and which even the 
Abbe Poiret himseff wouldJn all probability 

not 



not have liked to relinquish; — but the 
specufatio'rrs of philosophy differ widely in 
theory and practice. The works of nature, 
as arranged by their Heavenly Architect 
are indeed beautifully sublime, and raise 
the reflective mind far beyond the views of 
cultivated nature ; — but the hand of God \3 
equally discernible in the rich and fertile 
corn field, the well planted orchard, or the 
productive kitchen garden, as amidst 
mountains whose summits touch the clouds, 
. or forests whose trees are. coeval with the 
ftill of Rome^ 

Though many may wish to study na- 
tural history, yet it may not be convenient 
to all to visit stone quarries, or incur the 
expence of tracing the mineral in its vein^ 
or to leave their native country to view a 
plant in its natural soil; it is, therefore, 
surely most desirable for such to examine 
what specimens they can procure with the 
B5 least 
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least difficulty anS danger, — for hqwever 
pleasant the study may be, the active and 
necessary duties of life ought to claim the 
first place in our thoughts. 

The instability of human grandeur the 
Abb6 justly describes, and the spot on 
which he was placed (the ancient Numidia) 
might well furnish the most serious re- 
flections; at one period the seat of empire 
and givingiaws to the surrounding nations, 
iiow swept as it were from the face of that 
land so often manured with Roman, Nu- 
midian, and Carthaginian blood. 

" Hark ! what dire sound rolls murm'rmg on the 
gale? 

Ah ! what soul thrilling scene appears I 
I see the column'd arches fail ! 
And stru£iures hoar, the boast of years I 
What mould'ring piles decayed 
Gleam through the moon-streak'd shade, 
WhereRome's proud genius rear'd her awful brow f 
: Sad mpnument ! — Ambition near 
Rolls on the dust and pours a tear. 

Pale 
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Fale honour tlrops the flutt Ving plume, 

And conquest weeps o'er Caesar's tomb; 

Slow patience sits with eye deprest, 

And courage beats his sobbing breast; 

E^en war*s red cheek the gushing streams 6'erflow, 

And fancy's list'ningear attends the plaint of woe. * 

Lo ! on yon pyramid sublime. 
Whence lies old £© pt*s desert clime, 
Bleak, naked, wild, where r^iin low'ri% 
Mid fanes, and wrecks^ and tumbling tow'rs! 
Outhe steep height, waste and bare, 
Stands the pow'r with hoary hair, 
O'er his scythe he bendb; his hand . 
Slowly shakes the flowing sand. 
While the houi-s, dn Ejiry ring. 
Lightly rtit with downy wing. 
And sap the work« of man ; and shade 
With silver, locks his furrow'd head; 
Thence rolls the niighty pow'r his broad survey, 
And seals the nation's awful doom; 
He sees proud grandfeur's Inetew ray, 
He yields to joy the fcftivc day ; — 
Then sweeps the length'nidj shade, and marks them 
for the tomb." 

OciLVlfi. ' 
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ON THE ADVANTAGES WHICH: 
RESULT FROM THE STUDY 
OF HISTORY. 



HISTORY is of the utmost use 
in three respects, as instruct'ron, relaxation 
of the mind, and for a lasting and l)ene^ 
ficial amusement. 

Idleness and want of employment are 
a great burthen to many, who would 
sometimes cheerfully pay as much to get 
rid of their superfluous time, as others 
would give to gain it^ if such an exchange 

were 



^1^ 

were practicable. Want of empldymerrt^' 
IB very frequently a dangerous and strong- 
incentive to mischievous and evil actions 
it is, therefore, no small service to provide 
such persons with a laudable pastime, and ^ 
nothing can be more effectual for that 
ptirpose than the study of history, as it may 
fill up the longest life of the idlest * man. 
The pleasure it affords will engage him to 
relish' artd pursue the task ; and while it* 
insensibly corrects the manners and im- 
proves the understanding, may excite him 
to useful and active employments, and-, 
fkially teach him not only how to spend his 
time but to make-a proper use of it; 

Men of business-, and even labour, find 
an agreeable recreation in the perusal of 
history; as It unbends and relieves the^ 
mindj by a lighter and^ more entertaining 
employment; 
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Tlie study of history is not only ne- 
cessary for youth, to whom it is particularly 
suited, as being easy and pleasant, but like- 
wise to persons >of more mature understand-, 
ing; as it raises and keeps up their attention, . 
andexplains,illustrates,and clears the wayfor 
judgment and reflection, much sooner thaa 
could be done without this assistances^ 
Qod himself has used this method of 
teaching in his more immediate revelation, 
great part of. which counts of historical 1 
events. 

History is the means of our* acquaint-^ 
ance with a much greater and more remote 
part of the human race, than would be 
possible without it; and is a matter of 
duty which cannot be omitted without 
neglecting many other duties. 

Society cannot subsist, much less can 
all the ends of their institution be an- 
swered 
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swered without a retrospect to past events; 
even the single society of a family need^- 
it — much more great communities, reli- 
gious or civil, as their several prerogatives 

and duties depend on particular events. 

No one can be a usiefful member of society 
who. is indifferent to the public good, and 
careless of the concerns, the prosperity or 
distresses of his fellow creatures;, so it is 
doubtless no merit to affect a disregard ta 
know more of what passes in the world 
than what immediately concerns ourselves, 
for that is making self the only object of 
our thoughts. The more we consider the 
near connexion between all human soct* 
eties, the more interesting the events and 
actions of our fellow creatures will appear 
to us, even those that happen in the most 
remote parts of the universe. This con- 
nexion not only unites cotemporaries, but 
likewise extends to different periods^ 
whence general obligations to our an-* 

cestors 



oestors and bur posterity arise, enabling lis*- 
to discharge both, by rendering the ac-' 
lions of the former useful and instructive- 
to the latter^ . 

Curiosity is rratural to man, and it- 
cannot be more innocently or usefully 
em'ployed than in perusing historical works. 
Long voyages, attended with trouble, 
fatigue, expence, and danger, undertaken' 
with a view to see and know the world, to- 
acquire a knowledge of human societies and 
their constitutions, and to become con- 
versant with the globe we inhabit, cannot 
answer these purposes without the help 06 
history, and are of double use when thus* 
supported. 

History teaches us to make other mens* 
experience our own, to profit by it, and 
learn wisdbm from their misfortunes. A 
person who is not quite insensible mu^t^ 

upon 
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upon contemplating the public merits of 
other men, their zeal for the common^, 
goodj their strict observance of jnstice and 
equity, their moderation- in prosperity,, 
and their fortitude in adversity, feelr 
a strong disposition to ioiitate them ; and 
will be forced^, in spite of the defects* 
of his natural character, to take frequent' 
shame to himself when he reflects how 
difierent be h in the comparison. On the 
other hand, a relation of cruelty, gluttonyy 
intemperance, or base vilUny, raises the in^ 
dignatioiii and obliges- even men- of evil 
dispositions to recoil with abhorrence at the* 
repetition of vices to which they are per# 
haps themselves unhappily . addicted . 

History may be called' an instructive 
school of humility and discretion, as it pre- 
sents us mih the mdstemphatical warnings 
against pride and a dangerous forgetfulness 
of ouFnown condition.. It incites us to 

look. 
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look with indifferenoe upon homaeR things 
and on the splendour of weahh gran« 
deur; to moderate oot joy^ sorrow^ fear^. 
and confidence — 'to becoaoe oaire&il of tiae- 
use and opportunity of tin^^ and to de - 
vote ouraelves to the pnactioe of rectittxle 
and virtue^ which alone is dtirabfe^ and the 
only propier ties exempt from >vici«6titude» 

History rdbcovers to us tbeobljgationft* 
we owe to our predacesaors^ who, besi<ldS' 
the twrn^lm they ipfuve left ua of NMt«uc<P> 
i&OR and wttrniDg, ako bequeathed to ua- 
every cooveBieoois df life, «very bendit of 
theur discoveries m the arts and aciences^, 
faLricatpd the bappy constitution we enjoy^ 
and laid the foundation of that tranquillity 
which secures^ll men in civiiieed aocieties. 

History points out the sources Bxtd 
causes of superstition and entbusiasro, of 
aJtheiscn and disregard to religion. It dis^ 

covers 
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covers to us the fallociaiis grounds on 
i^hich these efpors are built^ their dan- 
gerous ejects ^nd consequences, wkh 
refipect bo individuals 4s well as whole 
cieties; and thereby ^arm us against eittber 
of the Qstremities, which it. is impossible 
to fall into without setting a§tde the au^ 
UientiG couflrictioos of historic and aacred. 
facts* 

I shall add a yet greater advantage 
than any I have named, arising from 
the perusal of historical accounts. — ^They 
considerably improve the knowledge, and 
point out the right and salutary use of 
God*s wise, kind, and never erring pro- 
vidence.— ^By considering human events, 
we may at the same time discover and 
meditate on the ways and works of God, 
which are remarkably conspicuous in the 
transactions of men; in which we may in- 
fallibly trace his interference, and that he 

inspects. 
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inspects, guides, and directs all humanr 
affairs. Whoever, I repeatj considers 
these events, vnW find many occasions^ 
motives, and causes t<> praise and adore h\B 
Creator^ to acknowledge his goodness with 
the wannest- gratitude, and to resign him- 
self freely to bis will,* in perfect confidence,* 
patience, and contentment, and to make 
God the chief object of all his thoughts^ 
and actions*^ 



ON 



ON WEALTH AND LUXURY.— 
SUFFICIENCY AND CONTENT. 



MRS. BENNET, the in- 
formed and respectable vvidow of an officer, 
was left with two daughters, with small 
- fortunes, and a more than common share of 
personal attractions. Prudence and eco- 
nomy made Mrs. Bennet fix her residence 
in a pleasant part of Devonshire; but at a 
ball given by one of the first persons in the 
neighbourhood, Amelia, her eldest daagh- . 
ter, captivated the affections of Lord 
D-- — , a young nobleman of great wealth, 
good sense^ and cheerful temper^ but un- 
happily 



at 

happily too much devoted to fashion •'-■^ 
Amelia, gratified by the preference he 
shewed her^ accepted his addresses, sanc- 
tioned by her mother, and in due time the 
marriage took place, and Amelia accom- 
panied her lord to town, where, on the 
ensuing winter, her sister Maria was to 
join them. 

Soon after this event, Maria was ad- 
dressed by a gentleman named Wiellden^ 
TMtor of an adjoining parish, a young man 
of respectable family, good sense, imw- 
suming manners, and great piety ; — but erf 
a plain person and moderate fortune.— *. 
Though Mrs. Bennet would have rejoiced 
to give her daughter to a young man in 
every point so unexceptionable, she dew 
clined all interference, requesting she 
would accept or refuse Mr. Wellden, as 
her heart dictated. 



Elated 
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Elated' with tlie splendid prospect bew 
fore her sister^ and having no doubt 6f 
bekig fixed as advantageously hi Hfe^ Maria, 
without considerifig the eotcelleirt quaKties 
of the rector, immediately declined Itia 
-addresses; though with a delicacy and gen- 
tleness that encreased his esteem, and re- 
doubled bis regret for his want of suocess. 

Nine months paiBsed heavily, at which 
period Maria was to join her sifter, in 
London ; and though she parted with her 
mother with regret, yet the sight of Lord 

D 's elegant post chariot, which was 

sent to convey her to town, and the gay 
outriders and d^mestkB who attended, so<m 
banished all sentiments but pleasure. The 
villagers testified their admiration, by fol- " 
lowing the carriage till it outstripped their 
speedy when I under a tree, at about the 
distance of a mile from her own dwelling, 
Maria discovered th^ rector reading.- The 

noise 
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noise of the carriage made him raise hi* 
eyes, he saw whom it contained, and sigh- 
ing, said mentally, I do not wonder she 
refused me then bowing, he appeared 
to resume his studies with redoubled 
attention. 

On Maria's arrival in London^ thougk 
she had been accustomed to genteel Jife, 
yet she had no idea of the magnificence 
which she found surrounding her sister ; 
and in the second letter which she wrote to 
vher mother, about a fortnight after her arr* 
rival, expressed herself as follows: 

" My dear and ever honoured Madam> 

CONSIDER your delighted 
" girl at the height of her wishes^ sad 
" only when she reflects she is separated. . 
" from you. What would I give that you 
could see this enchanted palace^ for such, 
" Amelia's dwelling appears to me. — The 

" apartments 
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*^ apartments are all hung with silk or 
chiatZy the mirrors reach from the ceiling 
to the Aoor^ the chairs are embroidered 

«^ velvet with gilt frames, the pictures, are 
of immense value, and the girandoles 
that fllumine th6 apartments are even 

^ painfully beautiful to the sights from the 
r^eotion of the numberless cut orna- 
ments which surround them.— The 
chimnies and tables are covered with 
the most expensive and beautiful por^ 
celain^ so that wherever I turn I meet 

^^objects.of admiration. 

I sleep under a canopy of blue striped 
satin^ on so lugh a bed that I have steps 
to mount up to it; and the first morning 
I was here, you will laugh at my awk- 
" wardness, on my sister^s woman calling 
*^ me, half asleep, and forgetting where I 
^* was^ I fell out of bed and broke my 
^' elbow. 

VOL.41. C "My 



*^ My person has undergone a won- 
derful alteration; though it is so severely 
cold, that had I been at home, you, I 

^^am convinced, would have obliged me 
to increase my cloathing ; yet here I 
have been compelled to liessen it, in 
consequence of which I sit with my 
limbs quivering and my teeth chattering. 
But I must bear it, because it is the 

^< fashion, and every body else does the 

" same. 

You were used to flatter me by 
praising my hair, I am sure you would 
not do so now ; half of it at least is cut 
off, and I wear bands of false hair, which, 
though I was obliged to suffer them to 
be put on, I wear with disgust, for who 
knows from whence they came or to 
^ whom they have appertained? — Perhaps 
*^ to some poor creature who died of a 
malignant or contagious malady. 

« My 



27 



My ears have been quite inflamed 
from a beaatiful pair of pearl ear-rings, 
which my kind brother-in-law presented 

*^ me with ; they are much heavier than 
those I have been accustomed to— but 
I shall be used to them in ttme, and I 
remember that you have frequently told 

^' us, that 'pride was often painfiiL* My 
sister has loaded me with presents, and 

*' among other things with a point dress; 
which I put on with dread, as though 
I have but once worn it, awkward that I 
am, I tore it so sadly that it was obliged 
to be sent to the lace maker's, and, 
would you believe it, it cost five guineas 
mending. 

Pour nights ago we went to the 
masquerade, but I have no inclination 
to 'go there any more ; it seems more 
" properly an entertainment calculated to 
" please children than grown people, and, 
C 2 " indeed. 
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indeed^ I wonder how men and women 
can enter into it. My dress was very 
elegant, but being of crape spai^gted and 
wrought with gold^ it flayed my arms and 
my neck till I was thoroughly glad to get 
it off. — I was also wearied to death, for 
^^ it was past five when we returned home* 

I have not mentioned the hous^dld 
arrangements, but they are in the highest 
style of elegance and fashion ; — such n 
number of carriages, horses, and servants, 

<^ that you, my dear mother, would call 
tliem superfluous, but Amelia says it is 
^[ the custom and must be complied with« 
As for the servants, I think they must 
make work for each other;— and then 
some of them are actually dressed as 

*^ much as Lord D himself, and when 

they address those whom they consider 
as their inferiors, they afiect far more 

^^consequence. 

The 
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^ The table is magnificent, and so 
^ profusely covered, that even Heliogabalus 
would have hesitated where to begin.— 
^ Such a number of dainties, but most of 
^ thenv so disguised^I had like to have 
^ said spoiled — by French cookery, that I 
" never presume to touch what I don't 
" perfectly know; fbr the second day after 
^ my arrival, I ate something which I 
^' thought very good^ but what with the 
" sauce and high sealing, I was disor- 
^ dered, thirsty, and feverish the whole 
^lifght and day following*. 

I shall say nothing of Lady D , 

^fot she writes by this same post, but 
" assure you that she appears perfectly 
^ wdl, and that we look forward anxiou^y 
to the hour which is^ I trust, to make 
her a happy mother, and you, my dear* 
*^ madam, a grand- mother. 

" I am, with afFection & duty,&c.&c.*' 
C3 Two 
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Two months after the above^ during 
which time Amelia had given birth to a 
son, and Maria had been addressed by a 
nobleman of superior rank to her brother* 
in-law^ Maria wrote the annexed letter to 
her mother. 

My dear and honoured Mother^ 

« THOUGH I know Lord 

" D- has written to inform you of the 

happy event that has taken place» yet I 
cannot deny myself the pleasure of 
writing to you. — My sister, thank Hea* 
ven, is well, and if riches and magni- 
licence confer happiness — who so happy 
as she ?— Suph quantities of laces^ mus«- 
lins^ and satins, that they astbnish a poor 
novice like me! — ^Then the whole street 

^« covered with straw, all the rooms ad- 
joining, and over her apartment, spread 

" with double carpets to prevent a noise; 
and such numberless kind inquiries 

" after 
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after her health that the porter can 
scarcjgly ^ver leave the door. I was de- 
lighted to . find how much she was be- 
loved^ but on remarking it to my Lord, 
he laughed so heartily that I wae quite 
ashamed, , and to my great vexatbn re- 
plied, that were my sister even dead, 
" that not one of these kind inquiring 
"/riencfe would stay that evening from the 
opera. 

" I have been very unhappy, for I saw . 
my sister was vexed ; the physician^ say 
she is too delicate to suckle her son, and 
^* so a nurse is hired. Had I been in 
Amelia's place I should not have yielded 
up the duty so easily;, for the dear child 
'^will naturally regard the nurse as its 
" mother, and, at least, in infancy, love 
** her better than any other person. 

C4 '^We 
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We are to go out of town as soon a»> 
the Christening is over, which I am 
very glad of, both on my sister*s account 
and on my own ;— -for though I am now 
*^ quite wellj yet I have lost my colour^ and 
am troubled with the rheumatism, which 
am convinced is the effect of my thia 
cloathing. 

I must now, my dear and indulgent 
mother, enter upon a more serious sub- 
" ject, — I mean the addresses of the EarL- 
« of F-— — , who has dbne me the ho- 
nour of offering me bis hand. Lord 
D ■ warmly supports his suit, Amelia 
refuses all interference in the bumnesa, 
*f and I am sorry to find myself an object 
" of envy to many of the young ladies wha 
" visit here. He is certainly an accom- 
plished and handsome man, and a match, 
*^ far above my expectations; but, my dear 
mother, two months residence in tbe 

" metropolis^ 
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metropolis, has convuiced me, that a re- 
" tired life, with yenrseFf, will be most 
" conducive to my happiness.— Grandeur 

and riches^ at the first glance, are very 

fascinating, but when fhey become fa- 
** miliar they lose their charms; and it ap- 

pears that superfluity, instead of con- 
" tributing to happiness destroys it. Of 

what use are chairs and sofas too fine to 
" be sat upon without fear of injuring 

them ? and is it not inconvenient, that in 

these superb apartments you cannot walk 
" or stir without the greatest circum- 

spection, lest you should break a glass 
" with your foot or throw down a table of 
" chma. 

" State beds are undoubtedly very 
" grand, but are of no real utility^ — for 
^* sleep is neither more sweet or refreshing 
under a satin canopy than under a plain 
" dinlity tdster, as I can truly answer, for 
C5 "I 
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I have never slept so soundly here as at 
home; and when next I fall out of bed^ 
who knows but I may break my bones 
" instead of my elbows. 

Fine and fashionable cloaths impose 
a number of restraints that are both 
hurtful and inconvenient — for example^ 
in the first place they have given me 
the rheumatism, and are , so expensive 
that I am ever in fear of tearing them ; 
in the next place, for want of pockety I 
have more than once been obliged to 
decline giving alms, though my heart 
bitterly reproached me for the omission. 
The luxuries of the table disgust me, for 
*^from want of exercise, I eat without 
' appetite, and rise oppressed rather than 
refreshed; my head aches continually 
from late hours, and without animation 
I go to the opera, the play, or the ball — 
whereas at the latter, in the country^ my 

"heart 
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heart was so merry and my steps so light, 
that I -appeared to tread in air. Suppose 
me, arrived at the ball — the dancing is 
so different from what I have been 

•* taught, that I am a perfect stranger to 
it. At the first ball I attended, I con- 
sidered it acting rather than dancing, 
and supposed it would end in the repre- 
sentation of some grand spectacle, for it 
was all attitudes, and to me appeared so 

^Vindelicate, that I instinctively turned 
aside my head with disgust; for though I 
dearly love to see women dance well, yet 
.^^ I neither like to see them assume the 
style^ or dance with the confidence of 

<^ opera dancers. 

Notwithstanding these observations, 
my dear mother, had I been taught this 
kind of dancing, I doubtless should not 
have discovered its grossness, but entered 
into it wrth.all the spirit that others do; 

" though 
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though I am still convinced that those 
*^ who do not learn it in their infancy can 
never approve it when they come ta 
years of discretion. 

I have hitherto^ my dear Madam^ 
confined myself to objections to high life^ 
I must QOW9 to you, advance some rea- 
sons that influence me respecting the 
Earl of F ; which, however, you 

may think satisfactory, would be held ii^ 
this great town as absurd, and merely the 
effect of my retired and country edu- 
cation. I have frequently observed, that 
he is very apt to jest upon serious aub- 
jects; and though he is witty, and has a 
distinguished talent at ridicule, I hope f 
shall never approve such conduct^ nor 
sanction it by a smile. 

> 

When Amelia and myself returned 
from Churchy last Sunday^ he treated 

our 
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our being 6d well employed with a levtly 
which displeased me; — but Amelia 

>^ looked so serious^ and, I believe^ I 
looked 80^ cross, that whatev€|^^ may be 
his real sentiments, I don*t tl^V he will 

^ shew his mt again^ on that subject,. 

*^ before as* 

Yet, my di^ar Madftm^ was T to suf- 
fer myself ta encourage an afiection for 
this handsome and truly agreeabte man> 
<^ what might not hereafter be the con- 
*^ sequence?*— r could not expect him to 
restrain thostf lively sallie^^ which make 
^ him sountversally admired and applauded^ 
^^and eonsequently my ears would be 
accustoihed to them^ till Ifiey insensibly 
'^^ lost their effect on my .iHMmtahdtng; 
■ and in time I might become regardless of 
^'religion and even a scdfier.- Heaven 
forbid, but I am not bold enough to risk 
temptation ; — the coontry,- 1 think,* ta my 

proper 
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proper sphere, and I long to return to 
my humble home and your maternal 
ca*e, if you will kindly suffer me to 
decWnfi the honour of the Earl's ad- 
dressl^fcgpc. &c.*' 

Mrs. Bennet was too good a another to 
oppose her daughter's wishes, and a few 
months after Maria- returned to. the 
country^ with. ev^D more satisfaction than 
she left it>. • 

To Maria's sincere concern she found 
her mother's health had declined in 
her absence^, and that during thie greater 
part of the winter she had been confined^ 
in consequence of which Mr. Wellden 
had constantly visited her, not only as a 
minister but as a friend^ beguiltng the ab- 
sence of her daughter by conversation, or 
frequently reading to her during the long 
winter evenings; or when her health per- 
mitted. 
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mitted, walking with her in a morning, 
and attending to her infirmities with the 
duty of a son. This kindness had, how- 
ever, no object but esteepi and humanity ; 
Maria's refusal of the Earl of F ■ . .; ■ ■ 
had reached him through the medium of 
Lord D 's friends, and though his af- 
fection for her was unchanged it was hope- 
less, as he had not vanity enough . to sup- 
pose, that a woman who had refused the 
handsome, accomplished, and wealthy Earl 

of F would accept a rector possessed 

of a bare competency. 

The country air, exercise, plain diet^ 
and. a regular life soon restored Maria's 
health, but that of her mother continued 
to decline, though not rapidly, for she 
survived a yedr, and, previous to her death 
enjoyed the satisfaction of bestowing her 
daughter on the worthy rector, who re- 
ceived 
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ceived her as the greatest good the world 
could bestow. 

Maria am) her sister cohstantfy corres^ 
ponded, but Lord D — — attached to. gay 
Kfe and Mr. Wellden to private duties, 
three years passed ivithotrt their meoting^ 
at which period, to the sinceite grief of 
Mrs. Wellden, she learned that her brother 
in-law was in a very declining state, of 
health, and advised by the physiciaM* to^ 
try the. air of Italy as a last resource. Jt^ 
consequence of this information, Marf» 
wrote a most affectionate letter: to her 
sister, offering her o^rt immediate at-^ 
tendance, or proposing that Mr. WelMea 
should accompany them to Italy, ashehaA 
before' made the tour of Europe^ adding,. 
* that ' he would engage a curaie to dfficiat^ 
'for him, and that she would remain at the 
rectory with her children during his ab*- 
sence. Some days passed without their 

receiving 
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receivmg any reply^ and both the rector 
and his lady gave way to the most ahnning 
presages^ when one evenings as they were 
sitting m an arbour at the bottom of the 
garden, for it was^ in the month of May, 
their man servant announced visitors, 
whcHn, he said, werefdlowing him, having 
declined giving their names.. 

Mrs. Wdklen was seated widi a fine 
giri of four months old Jn her armSf while 
a rosy sturdy boy, of somewhat more thaa 
two years waa placed between the rector'a 
kaees, who was tyiog a rtring to his paper 
kite— -a gentleman, pale, languid, and: 
sickly, with a lady and two boys ap- 
proached { a scream from Maria antiouneed 
them.to the rector, into whose arms Maria 
hastily i^ced her young infant^ and flying 
to embrace Lord: and Lady^i > » , her 
tears rather than her worda bespoke^eir 
welcome. 

Aa 
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As speedily as possible Mr. Wdlden 
resigned his young charge, and joining his 
congratulations to those of his wife^ ihef 
conducted the strangers to the house. No 
superfluities or magnificence recommended - 
the apartments, but a neatness and simpli- 
city which bespoke comfort and compe* 
tency, and rendered them delightful to 

Lord , from the contrast to what 

he had been accustomed. A; .heal thy good 
humoured looking §ervant, in a plain livery 
frock, served tea and coffee, without parade^ 
but' with a regularity which he had fre* 
qu^ntly found wanting at his own hoo8ei» 

During, this refreshment the rector and 
Mitria so warmly entreated Lord and Lady 
D to take up their abode with them 
for a few days that all refusal was vain.— 

Lord D informed them that settling 

his^ affairs alone detained him in England^ 
and which he was sorry to say would^ he 

was 
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was informed, detain him near a month 
longer — . 

" A month did* you say, my Lord,!' 
exclaimed the rector, I conjure you then 
pass that time with us, and if, with Grod*8 
blessing, the Devonshire air, the preacrip*- 
tions of Dr. Wellden, and the care of hia 
dame don*t in a great measure restore yon 
I am- much mistaken.— -It will also dd 
Lady D goodf tod these young gen* 
tlemen,. for they both look delicate; — see 
my sturdy^ hoy^** continued hm^ '^ T will 
engage a short time in this country will 
brace them to the same health, and bronse 
them to the aamecomplexbn.V * 

Lord D . ' ■ had long considered his 
journey to Italy at a hopeless resource,—- 
but amused by travelling, he had con- 
sented to follow the advice of his physi* 
cians; and^ as> before observed^, being 

detained 
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detained by wishing to settle his afiairSj in 
case of his^ death, Amelia had persuaded 
him to devote the interval to visiting her 
sister. Fearful of giving trouble, LcMrd 
D requested his brother-in-law to in- 
quire out some house in the vicinity fcur faia- 
family, which request was, however, pe* 
remptorily refused the rector added». 
that they at least had room for Lord ani 
Lady — , their children, and. tw€^ 
aennnt8» 

This business arranged^ Mr. Weilduc 
with great good humour told Lord ^ » 
ihai aa Jie had consented to Smout then- 
with his company, he would find he had 
many inconveniencies to endure,, but 
since he had promised he could not ia 
honour retract.—-'^ I am a very tyraM in 
my family," added he, and all my ra» 
gulations are law.~-In the first place, I 
liae every morning at six, and ride till 

eight. 
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etghtjt when I re tarn with a sharp appetite 
and eipect a oomfortablie breakfasty during 
which we read the news-papers which arcs 
Tegnlariy sent us. I nest perform my 
charch dattes, and read prayers to all 
who have opportunity or choose to 
attend charch; from twelve to three 
is devoted to reiriing^ working, walking, 
the domestic duties, dresring, &c. dinner 
empio]^ an hour, after which we qsQally 
walk^ visit our neighbours, and play with 
the children till seven, when we take tea, 
and they have their suppers and retire to 
bed. As we are both fond of music, that 
and reading (if we are alone) employ the 
time till near ten, when we make a light 
aupper^ and about eleven, with gratitude 
for the blessings which surround us, as 
health, competency, and promising chiU 
dren, retire to rest. What say you, my 
Lord, can you submit to this plodding 
routine ?i-!4f yoajean> I think I may answer 

for 
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for its success; for I am convinced thai 
you have none of the dangerous syniptoms 
that frequently attend consumptions.— In 
the dissipation of gay life your cbmplainta 
would daily increase^ and, no doubt, in tfaie 
end, prove fatal; but, thank God, they 
have not reached that crisis,— quiet and 
regularity will, by degrees, overcome the 
debility that overpowers- you, and at 
length, I trust, restore you to your usual 
health." 

Charmed with the rector's hosfntality 
and suavity of manners. Lord D rea- 
dily entered into his arrangements, and 
after passing the evening with great cheer- 
fulness, retired to his chamber at half past 
eleven. The hour was too early for him 
to sleep, but the bed was good, and re- 
flecting on the happiness and peace that 
appeared to surround the rector, he at 
length dropped to repose* , Restless' the 

early 
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early part of the nighty Lord D ■■■ — eould 
easily have excused being awakened at six^ 
at which hour the rectjor knocked gently at 
his chamber , door^ saying the horses were 
ready. 

Though heavy with siei^, Lord D 
arose and descended to the parlour,— I • 
se€, my Lord,*' said • the rector, that 
these early hours <lon*t ijuite suit you ; 
but custom renders all easy, we will ride 
gently, and in one short hour this languor 
will go off." 

Lord D ■ made little reply, his 
breath was oppressed, and with difficulty 
he got on his horse. The morning was 
fine, the views were pleasant, the rector 
was cheerful^ and entering into the lighter 
parts of literature, at once attracted Lord 
D 's attention and afforded him 
amusement. Halting for a while on the 

brow 



hrow of a hill, for their horses to take 
breath, he repeated the foUowiog lines 
from Cowper with an energy that Ml- 
pressed Lord D with their full force. 

God made the country ; and man made the towB| 
What wonder then that health and virtue, gifts 
That can alone make sweet the bitter draught 
That lift holds out to all, should most abound 
And least l>e'threaten'd in the fields and groves? 
Possess ye, therefore, ye who borne about 
In chariots and sedans^ know no fiatigue 
But that of idleness, aiid taste no scenes 
But such as art contrives, possess ye still 
Your element; — there only ye can shine; 
There only minds likeyour*s can do no harm. 
Our groves were planted to console at noon 
The pensive wand'rers in their shades. At eve 
The moon-beam sliding softly in between 
The sleeping leaves, is all the light they wish. 
Birds warbling all the music. We can spare 
The splendour of your lamps; they but eclipse 
Our softer satelite. Your song^ confound 
Our more harmonious notes. The thrush departs 
Scar'd, and the offended nightingale is mute : 
There is a public mischief in your mirth, 
It plagues your country ■ * * 

CoWPEt, 
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Convewng pleasantly Lord D ?8 lan- 

- :guor insensibly decreased ; the^lear morn- 
ing breeze. relieved his breath, and the ride 
.was prolonged till past eight, when they re- 
.turned ta the rectory, where the first ob- 
ject that struck Xocd4D ■ was his two 
sons and their young cousin, busily em- 
<ployed in the garden. " Papa," exclaimed 
the eldest, '^we have been digging and 
. planting trees this hour, my aunt toldihe old 
, gardener to employ us ; the earth smells 
so fresh and pleasant that it is quite^de- 
rlightrul— I wonder you never thought oT 
employing us so4^befbi:Q/' 

My dear boys you look all the better 

. for tbe^ exercise," replied Lord D , 

and I suppose are as hungry as hunters ; 
so you may now. come in to breakfast and 
rest yovtr^ves." 



" Oh, 
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tre : have ^ot Miime, 
we have 'had bread and thilfc, trrid trMtat 
fitifeh dur work/' " Pray do then','* re- 
plwd Lord D— — , entering the ^house^ 
where he found all prepar'd fojf breiikfalst, 
and his lady andiier sister ready to receive 
bim. 

. The momtng salutations past> Amelia 
was charmed to see her Lord ' take -some 
mourishTnent ; and eicpressing^ her satrsfac* 
tioh, she entreated 'her brother-in-law to 
call in the physician who attended his fa- ^ 
mily, that his skill might be added to thdr 
cares. 

Willingly, my dear madam," replied 
the Rector ; after breakfast honour mc 
with your company to Church, and there 
jointly let us crave the assistance, of the 
great Physician of Souls as well as bodies^ 
and I have no doubt but we shall succeed 

in 



The diary of a d^y passed at therS^c- 
tory was nearly the account of a year. 
Plenty, regularitjr^ peace and happiness, 
rendered all pleasant, and in a short month 
had such evident efFeet on Lord D— — 's 
health, that he readily consented to pass the 
summer in Devonshire ; during which time 
his taste for a country life so much strength* 
ened, and his affection for the worthy Rec- » 
tor to greatly increased, that he purchased 
an estate in the vicinity, and resigned all 
the pleasures of London without a sigh. 

I shall conclude this subject by re- 
marking, that there is no use in great 
riches but in the expending them, for the 
mere possession gives no real pleasure.— 
I have somewhere read, that riches may 
be called the baggage of virtue, for as the 
D 2 baggage 
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^aggag^ IS to an anny^ ao -is wealth to 
virtue^ — necessary when well expended^ 
but cumbersome because attended with 
care. 



ON 
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ON THE AGES OF MAN. 

I^rst the Infant. ^Secondly the Schdol 
Boy. ^Thirdly the Toy th. — Fourthly 
the Man. — Fifthly the Middle Age. — " 
Sixthly Old jfge^^Seventhly Childish- \ 
ness and Oblivion. 



HOW beautifully has the 
inimitable Shakeapear deacribed the aeven 
agea of man^ and to attempt to paint them . 
after him would be Jike the vain •endeavour 
to draw the bow of Hereulea}— I aimply 
wiah to impreaaaomt few of the dutieaan-*. 
nexed to each atate on the minda of my ; 
youthful readers. 
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In Infancy, of all creatures man is the 
most helpless, " Muling and puking in hU 
nurse's arms^^ where he is laid there be 
remains, and by kis cries alone expresses 
his wants.-^Many mpntfasi most Ui^ be aW 
tended to with the utmost care before he 
is even capable of walking or fcieding hini* 
self, and even then how feebly;' and how 
doth the tender parent redouble her cares^ 
for, ignorant of danger^ i^re, water, and 
numberless other objects, instead of being 
to him subjects of terror, attract his child* 
ish fancy, and, like a moth, he would rusk 
into the flame if not prevented. 

l^he malddile^ tfttSeiHSl^ flVfaAoy 
mixif^ itA But maferhal cdr<f Mtt 
Attetitfoti, ftw would ft^tviv^ tRenii 
th<^ nidbt ffiaKg^f dfis^ateWfNe t«AdiW Mow' 
i^it^^&i&i he^ ifiAhtf i \it Ul€€ co^^e^ 
ovier i(fttir iM Ttialh¥(^ pu^tuit^ of thd^ 
small pox, she nourishes it in hfer bo^otn^ 

its 
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its breath impregnated with the poisonous 
vapour, mingles with her's as she hangs over 
it with anxiout tendernes9^ and regardless 
of fatigue and danger, she forgets all selfish 
care in thei preservation of a life dearer to 
her than her own. ^Wjth what joy do 
fond parenta witness the first symptoms of 
returnin^l health,, and what . aniUous feiH's 
intrude,, lest.their hop^ should.prQvq Uh* 
ciaua ; thoir spirits rise or sink with, every ^ 
change of the. dar.ling;*s coiwtcnaQce, aad ^ 
d^is axid' nigltits aj»> d/evQted it4 servi 

Next, " The School-boy with his satchel, 
creeping like Moj^ unwillingly to schooU* 
Bdocatien new emplliy«*t!he Ihooghts of the 
parents ; to givefearn!ng to make the man 
respectable, and fit. Km for the st^te in 
which hft ijkbfmiiftMr 4ie»ftiq«4. (f^^pUi^fd, 
to cttkraiie ku» morda, to teaok hiln. the 
social vtft^€!8^ and akeye aH^^Kis duty- to 
God. 

1)4 Next 
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Next the Youth 

** The Spring of life. The bloom of gAudy yearn 
Before the tender nerves have strung his limbs, . 
And knotted into. strength." 

Shakespeai. . 

At this period the cares and fdars of tht ^ 
parents redouble ; the fascinations of Vdinity, 
the seductions of pli^sure^ alSrtn thiein for* 
their ofispring.— They paiiit the dangers of ' 
the world, plead their own experience, iind ^ 
caution the young adventurer to walk care^ 
. fully and firmly in the slippery path.~ 

■ ■ Stire as night follows day, . 

Death treads in plea^ure'sfooesteps round the world, i 
When pleasure treads the patha which reason shuns. . 
When against reason riot shuts . the. door, . 
Aixd gaiety supplies the place of sense, ' ' ' 

Then, foremost at the banquet and.the ball 
Death leads the dance, or stamps the deadly die^ 
Nof ever £uls the midnight bowl to.ccown/' : . 

YOUNO^r.. 
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Si^ppose a vessel at -sea driven by storms 
and adverse winds, surrounded with rocks 
and shoals, and in. danger of being eithec: 
beaten: to pieces or overwhdmed in the. 
abyss of water— what thankti would not be. 
due to tlie d^ilful pilot who should steer it 
clear from danger, and*. bring it safe intci^ 
harbour ? Such pilots^. are virtuous and in-- 
formed parents,, and happy are thechildrea 
who listen to^the voice of eiperience; for . 
a . wise yduth is 4he pride and^lory of his 
father, but a wicked son covers him with 
disgrace, and embitters; the old age of hi j 
mother with sortow... - 

Next man. — ^What important duties are 
affixed to this period I — Man becomes the 
responsible agent for all his acti9qs;«r-his 
mind is in its full vigour,~hils body, in all; 
its strength, and hardened in wickedness, 
or plunged in folly nuiSt he be,, who dares 
prostitute the Invaluable gi(tfrof his Creator^ 
n& and 



58 

alrid a^Uife hU Hm^ «rkh gtcM critt«».— . 
BeHdfd bitcrf nb# tdfld^t-ing td bfei p^ent^ 
if tfusy sarvite^ thd duty of a son and iht 
attentions off a fritihd;— Behold him paying 
thfe interest df (h« gr^f debthe owejEhtbeaii^ 
the soother of th6i^ adrrbws^ the supporM ^ 
of their caries^ the stiff of thdr old i^ge^ and 
finally il^ closer of those eyes, whose laat 
Ibok shall fix on him with tenderheissi 

lYiii^ies of tM Virtuous husbsnd, the 
i^der father, the good maistier, nfett thitif 
th^ir place; for iEis the principal st^ts the em- 
ample the rest in general follow, and hk in 
a great measure becomes responsible for 
ihb erioiis of his d^ependants, if he fails in 
ibe religtotts aiid moral duties attacked 
his State. 

The MiddU ^.~£xjperien«e riptaed 
by K^e;^-tbe fedfidity of age ?^ith tht 
fj^ength bir y«Ml|;^he praiMit ttd^sei^ 

• the 
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the firm friend^ (he wise negotiatori and 
~ the calm and dispassionate iqvestigiUor of 
those subjects particularly intrusted to his 
judgment.-r-In 9hort, the autumn of # 
well spent life may be compared to the 
rich produce of well oaltivated and fertile 
lands^ collected into one granary^ to be 
dispersed in general good and blessings 
around. 

♦* The siitth age shifts 
Into the lean arid slippered pantaloon, 
Widi' spectacles od's B06e, and pouch eide^ 
His yovdifBl hone a world toovide 
For his shrunk chank; wjid bU \>ig X9tnly vokc 

,TumiHg^in towards dhijdi^h trcWc pijHW " 

Shakbspi^jl. 

At this period the sorrow3 mtailed an 
maa b^in to vex biro ; the infirmitifss of 
9ge^ the necessary meipentos that we ane 
not immortal^ «all vpm us to pffepar^^ tp 
render «p our gjveat wcpuat^^J^Tf Jobn^- 
spa truly observes^— That all the comfort 

that 
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that can be now expected inuat be recalled 
from the past, or borrowed from the fu- 
ture: — ^The past is very soon exhausted 
an the events or actions of which the me* 
mory can afS>rd pleasure^ are quickly re* 
collected, and the future lies beyond the| 
grave, where it can only ht reached by 
virtue and devotion. 

Piety is the only proper and adequate^ 
reBef of decaying man» He thatgrows^ 
old without religious hope, as he declines 
into imbecility, and. feels pains and sorrows 
incessantly crowding upon him> felts into a 
gblf of bottomless misery, in which every, 
reflexion must plunge him deeper, and 
. where he finds only new gradations of 
anguish and precipices of horror.-— Hd, 
therefore, who would pass the latter part 
of his life with honour and decency, must 
when he is young, consider that he shaft 

■■' oner 
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one day be oU/>-^nd remember, when ht^v 
is aUythat,hA hBB oncG been youffg*'* 

The k»s of friemk^^enr. ta iiSi the ac- 
vering of long formed connexions, the dif- 
^rent pursuits of youth and age^ all tend 
to detach ns from life; and with mefan- 
ch6ly p^easure retrace acts ofkrndness, 
benevoFence, and humanity, conferred upon- 
us by friends who have preceded us to the * 
grave^ and He mouldering in the dust. 

^ Thb scmly with noblh* resohitbns deck'd, ' 
The body stooping does herself erect 
Clouds of affiectioas irom<)ur younger eyes, * 
Conceal that happiness which age. descries. . 
The soul's dark cottag^i battered and decayed, 
Leto in new light, trough chinks that time has mader 
' Sth>ngerby weakness,' wiser men beicome 
As they draw near to their eteraid hbrae. ' 
Leaving the old, both worlds at once they view,* 
"[^hat sta|idu||^nftlie threshold of the new." 

. Wallek. . 

•♦Last 
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•♦Last scene of an, 
That eildi tHe strange crentfu! hish>#y^ 
Is second childishness, and mere oblivion, ^ ' 
Sans teeth, sans «ye% san^ tMt^ Bans' every thisg.** 

Where life i^^olohged greatljr beyqnd 
the comnnon standard^ it is > usually^ too 
truly, butiabour and sorrow. The brave 
general, the ekilAiI navigator, the firm pa^ 
triot, the profdutid logician, the graceful 
orator/ the deep philbsopher, and the man 
of science and genius, alike sink inta • se*- 
cdnd childishna»w-*-Oii^ Ihftt the picture 
would Kihkt i^fleet, md tempet our 
pride whh hnmflity ; make us dtrip off the 
gloss of youtti and talents, which adorn 
and bless the present hour, and iorce us to 
mark the futim* 

To socfh of iiiy yotrtJrfal iwfers 
have aged relatives, I in this case particu- 
larly 
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larly iddmft myself ; aft I consider a decay 
of the ibtdlects fi^uenlly hAStened by the 
dpiiidact 6i those about the person so suf«. 
ftfiag. The nobt cauttoiis attention is ud^ 
' d6ttbtedly necessary ; but pity too openly 
Aitim to a stroi^g Af>ind half broken, is felt 
as kisult, and preying upon the spirits tends 
to enorease the confusion of ideas. 

Encreased weakness frequently makes 
the sufferer treated as a child, and gives an 
iddtlioBal stkb ; fot* however the faculties 
of the mind may be knpaired, they will 
fometttnea eolkct and retel knagea of tfab 
past, itt which case tlie heart recoils at the 
retrospection, and hope extinct, reason 
amka into greater debility. In this state 
the unhappy perscfei frequently meets with 
nknAjt^ impatiene^i anfd neglect^ tiM the 
ialy6Uri0g mind, involfed in the mteea of 
intrifCBte reflection, bursta aft onee and 
dHafM into «0lal «btinBli« 



AC such a period who can latneht tbei 
death of the ^ufFerer~who shall dare ^td> 
repine because the Almighty M^ker would* 
not suffer his work to be- farther tlebased-FV 
Life prolonged ^ottld ^ot gratify the feri-^ 
ings of 'tiie survivors^ for rt 'debases their 
pride, and though it is^-an'^aweful pieturet 
of what they aU- may be^ yet 'tis a lesson^ 
hard to learn^ Jbui.yet fac harder surely to.- 
bear, . 

What lan opporttmity doth age afford ' 
to pay back a debt of dutyl to -smootb 
the pilbw of pain — and to strew flowers ^ 
ki the passage to the grave! To see • 
blooming youth, with activity in every 
limb, and animation in every feature, sup^ 
porting the tottering frame of-' ah aged 
griEindsire or grandmother^^o iihd them 
m their apartments^ entenng into their 
semous pursuits, reieiding to them, ~ or by 
various means begmling the hour of . 

what* 
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what a gratification to the elders — ^wha( 
an honour to the youthful^-— who^ when 
time shall remove their venerable friends, 
will enjoy the never-fading satisfaction 61 
having done their dutt/. 
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ON FANATISM, FfiRSECUTiaN, 
AND FALSE ZEAL. 

Superstition supports. Persecution^ and- 
Persecution Superstition.*^ 

A Fury crawPd from out her cell, 
The bloodiest ministerof death and hell. 
Huge fill] gOFg'd snakes on her lean shoulders hung,- . 
And death's dark courts with their loud hissing rung« 
Her teeth and claws were iron, and her breathy 
Like subterranean damps, gave present death* 
Flames, worse than heirs, shot from her haggard eyci^ 
Aad fireand sword eternally she cries. 
No certain shape, no |eature regular^ . . 
No limbs distinft in th' odious fiend appear. 
But ail distended by a mighty flood 
Of slaughtered saints, and constant mar^' blood. . 

Honw 
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Horror, till now the ugliest shape esteetn'd. 
So much out-don^ a hannlcss figure seem*d. 
Envy and hate, and malice^ blush'd to see, 
Theniselves eclipsM by sucK ddSbfinify. « 
Her fev'rish thirst drinks down a sea of Uood, 
Ndt df thd irifpiovi^ IW tht jM aiMl gbbd^ 
'Gainst whoin shcbiirUs with uftexUiqpitohed ragt^ 
Nor tan thtcxhaasted worJd her wndxasfuage.*' 

Blaoicmoab. 

FANATISM^ ot raligiou^ 
ehtii^iBmsiyi^ » thatf Mind seldf fhe olQeM-df . 
which is* ta tptead' mipto^tious notions atid! 

- ■ ■ ' ■ - " . " ■ . ' ■■ -• . ." . 

Of tbitf perseoUtiAg^ «piril what dreadAnl^ 
instaiibes do all ages afford. The history 
of our own countryii in the reigfi of queen 
Mai^rV |k«0efit*# the niMt aangniml^ tx^ 
amiples'i neither meritf^ge^ lior piety ooiM 
preserve those* wfibto fiiitb deviated from' 
the blind bigotrf of th^ misM iund orad: 
zteSkkf who UieiQ|ht t^. eoiksre her owa 

sdvatidn, 
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salvation and spread thie doctrine of her 
priests^ by the blood and adies of her sub-^ 
jects and fellow Christians. . 

In the low coBRtrieSj which were then- 
subject to Spun^ so dreadful was the perse^ 
cutions for religion, that no less than fifty- 
thousand persons are said to have been put 
to death for heresy. In this distress die 
people implored the protection of queen 
Eli£abetb) offering her the sovereignty of ) 
then* country; which she^ however^ de*-- 
clined^ but afforded them- auch ampler* 
support, as enabled them to free themsehrea 
from the power of ; Spaini and. erect a . 
cQai(Don-wtaltb» 

In Frances scene of cruelty took placet > 
the memory of which can never be MW* 
terated ; the catholics of Faris, by the con* • 
nivance of the priests, and the txpt^^ 
order anddiiaetion of.the kiDgt^(QuuJesIX»)c; 
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. rose on the unsuspecting protestantSj ra tiie 
night of St. Bartholomew (Mth of August), 
15725 and massacred ten thousand in Paris, 
while the same 'tragedy was repeated at 
JRouen, Lyons, and most of the other large 

. cities throughout theJcisgdonu 

To recur to yet more dreadful instances, 
the history of America, and the conquests 
in that 'Country made . by the SpMiards, 
afford a ;iresh -example. Influenced at 
. once by 9vart<fe, and what (hey denomi- 
, nated reHgtouaeeal, they burnt equally with 
a desire ta fiU their purses, and - Heaven 
, .with Christians, in their gross and wicked 
. superstition blending celestial and uterres- 
triul things,— -cruelty under the m^k of 
apparent humanity and an indulgence of 
: the most shameful passions %wkh pretended 
|iety. At this period, about the condu- 
iWfi of the fifth century, and the com- 
nencement of the sUth, we find <hat all 

who 
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who (did ^not profess tfie fZhmtian liulfe, 
iimce coosklered as ei^eatures rejected iby 
'^God^ and destined to eternal torments,! 
-CTpon tfiis principle ^t wasrhdd^beth.fiioiis 
jHid praMeirorliiy;to.f3er8ecote these 4anfiir'» 
tunate beings, tp^drag tbcm jintp siavttiy, 
and to force them to enibrace the doc** 
trines of Christianity^ of tirtiioh thef nei- 
>their understood the tenets nor had ^en 
heard , the nanoe. ' Thus we <&)d fnen of 
>tbe-nioet dfstingQifiihed talents and cafwble 
of the greatest exertionS) degrading them^ 
^ves by the n^ost abominable actiooS) 
-Mid uniting in the same person the 4iero 
«nd the robber ;''''^act in Iheir prayerS) 
and with the . name of God on their :^ps> 
ddffling th^ir'hands wkh murden . 

'Soft\y it ' might l]ave •oDOoroed r to i the 

'first oom^uevora of America^ 4hat it /ifaa 

unjust to- fniketWar- against a <people Miiiho 

*faad neferingured-lAiem^atiKl whose^greatcst 

crime> 
« 
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crime, but far greater tntrffijftunc, was 
never having been taught they had a 
blesseld 'Mediator. 'Might it not have been 
expected that the voice of conscience 
would have stopped the progress of these 
frietenders to Christianity ? — for purely it 
could not fail to whisper the following 
<]uestions to their hearts :— -What crime 
have these unhappy people committed, that 
you are preparing to shed their' blood ?— 
What offence have they given your king— 
or what injury have they done your coun- 
try ?— Are they not men because* they are 
not Christians? — Behold if they do not 
bear the form of man examrnie-their fea- 
tures, tod see if ye cannot trace a family 
resemblance, which bespeaks them chil- 
dren of the same great Parent ? 

When • ihe > wretched Indian • hurfibles 
himself at your feet do ye not feel- a pal- 
pitation at your heart ? and doth not the 

voice 
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voice of nature exclaim^ from tbe^ininort 
recesses of your soul, ^Tisyour brethren 
.whom ye thus degrade?'* — Christians, 4o 
ye dare name yourselves disciples of the 
i>les8ed Jesus, whose doctrine breathed 
only benevolence and love.? — * Dare ye 
.pretend to adore that merciful God who 
-causeth his sun to shine on the virtuous and 
4he wicked, and his rain to fall equally on 
tJhe just and the unjust? — ^Think ye.that 
if it was the will of the all-powerful .Creator 
Xo punish the involuntary ignorance of this 
^people, that he would have ^required your 
assistance.-? Would be have appointed 
Chrutiaru to .?becQme ^he murderers . of 
their ignorant and more, unfortunate bre- 
:thren ?— Surely not— ^Go, therefor^ .and 
before ye pretend to convert others to 
^Christianity by the sword, study the mild 
/doctrine of that faith ye pretend la follows 
•which was not given to sow jdisoord and 

murder 
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murder among men^ but to spread peace 
and harmony. 

To redaim our fellow creatures from 
error^ and lead them into the way of Sal- 
vation^ is surely a great and praise- worthy 
endeavour ; but harsh and cruel measures 
are ill calculated to effect that purpose. 
Example is ever stronger than pracept^ and 
to love the doctrine k is necessary to re- 
spect the teacher.— -Carefully avoid, my 
young friends, the fiery zealot, whose voci-. 
ferous voice and inflated action impress .his - 
hearers with astonishment and dread, rather 
than his words with conviction.— True de- 
votion is . mild, and the doctrine of our 
Blessed Saviour so beautifully simple and 
sublimely energetti^ that no pomposity of 
words, or violence of aotion are necessary 
t6 impress it on the hearty let it not there- 
fore be disguised by the rant of enthusiasm, . 
or disgraced by aSeotation^ but eiideavour 
VOL. II. E to 



74 



to offer to 'God prayers anskigfrom a con- 
trite spirit^ and a pure unsophisticated heart. 
Love all man'kind, teach all, as far as may 
be in your power, but neither persecute, 
condemn, or ridicule : any one for bis opU 
nion ; for no^hir^ can be more illiberal^ . 
than treating any religion with contempt. 
Be it what it may, if it affords consolatioa 
to its followers^ incites them to the prac- 
tice of virtue, and ine^ires them with the 
hope of a happy futurity, it is Burely respec- 
table ; and compassion is the only senti- 
ment we should yield to, on considering 
our friend's errors, and if it be possible 
to lead him from them, I repeat, let it.be 
by the superiority of our own example. 

To give an instance of the - hateful 
< spirit of persecution, Dr. Sharp, in a letter , 
ta the Duke of Buckingham, relates the 
following anecdote I remember^ in the 
year 1S88, the Queen, (Elizabeth) lying 



<Mie night in her camp at 'jHIbttry^ guafded 
by her army, the did Lord Treasurer Bur- 
leigh camie thither, and delivered to the 
Earl of Leicester <he examination of a 
Spanish commander named Don Pedro, 
who had been taken and brought in by Sir 
Francis' Drake, and which examination the 
Eari afterwards delivered to me, to .publish 
to the army in my next discourse. The 
sum of it was this— ^Don Pedro being asked 
by the Lords what was the intent of the 
Spaniards coming, bluntly replied,—" To 
subdue your nation^ and root it out/* 

Good,'*- said the Lords, ^''but what 
meant you then ta do with the Catholics 
" We meant to^end them, good men, to 
Heaven," answered he, " and all you that 
are heretics, to HelK" 

" Well but" said the Lords, " what 
meant you to do with your whips of cord 
E 2 and 
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and wire^ whereof yp^ had wch great More 
in your ships We ipeant whip 

you heretics to death, who have assisted >i)iy. 
master's r^bel^^ ^nd done^uch 4ishop9ur to 
our catholic i:ii||g and country/' 

But what would ypu have dene wHb; 
the children ?" denwid^: the. Lords. — ~ 
Those who were .^bpve seven yea»i old. 
should ha^ve followed their fathers ; the rest 
should have lived, branded with the LeU^« 
Xi. jfor Lutheran, in the forehead, and hm^. 
doomed to perpetual bondage.*' , . 

Humanity wodd lead us to think 4hts 
account exaggerjated, did not Dr.ShacpcoQ - 
elude it with th^ following asseveration/—* 
'' This account I take God to witfies3,i 
received of those great Lords upon examj-^ 
nation taken by the council ^ and by, their 
commandoient l delivered it to l|he<aniiy.^ 



To 
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To illustrate that viotence and severity 
fire ever d^ri men tafi Idf the cteuse of reli«* 
gion^ i shall relate a cireumstance wbick 
ttx)k place in Afnerica; about the year 
174>1, between a Christian Misstonarj arid 
an Indian Chief; the former of whom 
began his saered mission by ifhpudently 
and violently declaiming against all theSr 
custdms and opinions^ instead of following 
tlie diddles of his divine Master^ and, 
enforcing his faith by gehtleness and et- 
anrrple. It was the custom of th^ savages^ 
of America^ in the province of Georgitfy 
when they lost a father^ brother^ or friend;* 
to bury with him all he possessed while 
]iving» as his axe, his gun, and his kettlef; 
r^s when his handa-had no longer powei* to 
shoot, or his mouth to ieedy they; were 
useless. 

Thiacdstom^ however absurd, was too 
:much stnsnglhened by timft to be easily 
E3 surmounted; 
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surmounted ;, and the missionary should 
have been well informed of their motives 
before he presumed to censure it as sense- 
less^ ridiculous^ and abominable. He 
began by a violent declamation against 
their wilful blindness and folly> in sup- 
posing burifd necessary to weapons made 
with human hands ; because it was so to 
that body which was not only made by 
immortal skilly but also bore the express 
image of the divine Maker, and was itself 
designed to enjoy immortality. Enlarging 
on this subject with great pomposity of 
words/ with elevated brows, marking pride 
at hia own superiorityi and shrugs of eon- 
temptnous pity for the savages, the teacher 
at length concluded, and casting round a 
triumphant glance, appeared to await for 
marks of general approbation* 

An Indian chief, who during the dis- 
courscL .bad aat with hi& eyes fixed upon 
^ the 
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the earth; on hi« being' sil^t got up, and 
beckoning. hi3 friends thus addressed 
them : — " Our customs/ brothers, deli- 
vered to us from the lips of our fathers, as 
they were received by them- from their's, 
need no defence-, we wiH preserve tbemSn- 
violate; you know their worth, and are 
aware of the reverence in which you are to 
hold them-i not as the traditions only of 
others, but as opinions conducive to the 
general good.— -These Christians appear 
hasty to ^ndemnj they argue on false 
principles, and overpower us with a doctrine 
whose tenets we cannot ^OQmp€ebend, 'be- 
cause never properly explained* Their 
conquests among our kindred nations are a 
proof of their power, but no motive for us 
to love them ;r~the lion cannot teach the 
elk to enter into his pursuits, for the great 
Spirit hath differently oganized them. — 
But enough, you want no instruction on 
Uiis subject; this young teacher appears to 
E„4 need 
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need much^ and^ with yoar consent^ I. mil 
bestow k upon him/' 

So saying, he turned from bis coun* 
trymen and addressed the missionary to the 
following purport: — Rash young man^ 
you have convinoed: . us you have much. to 
leam^ how dare you then attempt to teach ? 
Why urge you against us^ even to. our 
faces^ things which, ourselves must, and 
you Qugl^ to know are false.-— We hope- 
you rather ignorant than dishonesty and are : 
willing to believe you know no better than 
your speech declares.— -Let me then in- 
form you that our principles are these 
We hold that man shalLliv^ again when 
deady and so do you, in this we difier not;, 
but, young man> it is not. for that we bury 
him — He who can give life to the dead, 
can as well do it to their atoms, scattered 
upon the face of the wbde world, as jto 
their mouldering dust when collected to- 

gethen 



getber. 'IHs Tiot then ibr ihh, but for 
.<mrselve^> that we bury hitn^ to biiiry the 
mnembrance of the tosd of ivhat we lofed. 
'We bury withhitn hk utetisils of life which 
he then wapnt^Tio more.— Ybiu say Mre bury ^ 
these tha(t they ihay live agi^n> aiKi serve 
their master as-befoi«-^bcrt yod* aceune tts 
falsely ;— -these things shall live no more^ 
tbdr time of perishitig^ shall cofne like 
oar's, but tJtey shall never be* refieWed 
again4«^Woutd*st thou know why we bnry^ ^ 
theofi thus^ with their nmter^ I inibrm their 
it it ibt' loVe and charity.-^ifo an at^e, a - 
gtMiy and a few more implements am all w^ 
waiit to nender life happy to iisH^d tbey^ 
afe all our riches; were these to descend to 
the rdatibna of the dying man> who isliows - 
but th^' desire possessing Ibings so t8* ^ 
kiable might entice the heir to parricide ? ' 
he might wishlfi>r, or hasten the death of 
dne Whote fr&p^ttf he desired to ponessj > 
tttl inM«uliiMr«nd&tovoi^^ ^ 
E5 life, . 
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!ife> try to destroy it.— -This error our fa- 
thers have wisety taught us. to guard 
agatnst, by determinthg the loss of^^l pos- 
sessions with the possessor^ life ; so that 
even the most unworthy can ha?e no 
temptation to wish for the death of those, 
from whotB no t>iie can be a gainer/' 

Thus speakings the Indian conoliidetf/ 
and the missionary retired in silence; when 
the chief turning to his countrymen re-^. 
cdred their warmest congratulations^ to ; 
which he modestly replied , — I have only 
done my duty.— -It is no^> that I .am better 
than that man, but our. customs are 8o»** 

Fjot such characters, it may be easily t 
surmised wiolenoe^ and invective at . once 
strengthened « them in error ; mildness 
scarcely ever fails of ita effect, and like the^- 
dropping of water on marble, in^ime will 
leave . an impression. To point out * their 

errors 
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errors was no doubt necessary, but a wise 
and good teacher would at the same time 
have been careful to conciliate their affec- 
tibns ; so that from respecting himself, he 
might have led them to love his God, and 
to say, in the words of Ruth, " Thy people 
shall be our people, ^nd thy God bur God.** 

1 think 1 cafiriol conclude this chapter 
better than in the words of Ignatius 
Sancho, an enlightened African,. and who, 
though in humble' lift, afFdWs ?^ ampje 
proof that talents and probity are not con- 
firted to complelion or cirmate; — " When 
will the happy period arrive that the sons 
of mortality may greet each other with 
the joyful news that sin, pain, sprrow, 
and death are no. more? — Skies without 
clouds, earth without , crimes^ lif6 with- 
out death, world" without end ! — Peace, 
bliss, and hiarmony, where th^ Lord God — 
all rn all— King of kings — Lord of lord^ 

refgn^ihv 
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reigneth omnipotent^ for ever and for eyer ! 
May you^ and all I love^ yea the whole 
race of Adam^ join with my unworthy weak 
self in the 8tupendous> astonishing, soul-* 
cheering hallelujahs— where charity may he 
swallowed up in love— hope in bliss— and 
feith in glorious certainty J— We will mix 
with all countries^ colours, and faiths,— see 
the countless multitudes of the first world 
—the myriads descended from the ark-^ 
the patriarchs, sages, prophets, and heroes. 
My head turns round at the vast idea !--» 
We will mingle with them and try to un-* 
twist the vast chain of blessed Providence^ 
which puzzles and baffles human under- 
standing/' 
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6ENEROSITY doea not 
consist in a contempt of money— -in throw- 
ing it away at random^ without judgment 
or distinction ; but in a right distribution 
to proper objects^ in proportibp to the me- 
rit^ the arcumstance8> the rank^ andr con- 
dition of those who stand in need of our 
assistance. To be able to reward worthy to 
.redress ^e injured^ to relieve the oppressed^ 
lo raise the modest, to humble the in- 
.adent^ is surely a blessing almost beyond 
human estimiKtion; as, on the contrary, to 
xoeet witbiA doMndng* object without the 
^ power 



SfiTS ' 

being destitute of even the conmion ne- 
cessaries of life. Qrile day . that the few 
friends who still shared his fortune had 
quitted the castle in search of food, a beg-' 
gar pame to the gate and entreated rdief 
for the love God. A fiingle loaf alone re- 
mained in the castle^ a recruit of f rovisions 
was uncertain^ yel this noble minded and 
pbus king^ breaking the brea^^m half '<giB¥e 
a moiety to the supplidnt^ saying to his 
queen^ who remonstrated with him on the 
imprudetice of parting with any of their- 
small store^ — God forbid that we ahoiild 
deny . our fellow Christian bread:; ^he wbo 
could- feed five thousand noen with fife 
loaves and two fishes^ can surely support ifs 
till fiome relief arrives" His word» were 
prophetic^' his friends returned much' sooner 
than they were expected with a plqatifuL 
store of provisions.' 
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Noble actions performed by distin- 
guished persons are seldom forgotten ; 
they dignify greatnesS} command respect^ 
create love^ and render obedience pleasure. 
Henrietta Maria^ queen of Charles the 
firsts walking one morning in the environs 
of Exeter^ slightly attended^ found her 
attention and humanity excited by the cries 
of sorrow- and distress^ which j)roceede!d 
from a poor cottage that she was passing. 
Inquiring the cause, she was informed that 
they were occasioned by ihe grief of a 
mother, who was lamentiiig. over her 
daughter^ who bad lain in great Mtremity 
of pain for two days^ . without other nou* 
rishment than a small portion of bread and 
water.-— Ordering the woman to be called^ 
the qiyeen had immediate recourse to her 
pocket, but found, to her great vexation, 
that , she had left her purse at home *; on 
which she hastily took a gold chain from 
her neeky . to whieb . hung a. cross, and 

dropping 
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dropping the latter in her bosom, she pre« 
sented the ornament to the woman, bidd- 
ing her hasten into the town, sell it to a 
goldsmith, and provide what was necessary . 
for her sick daughter* . 

To refe^ to holy writ, hdw^ beautiful^ 
does Job describe his conduct in the days 
of bis prosperity.:— When the ear heard 
me, then it blessad me;— and whisn thieeye 
saw me, it gave witness to me.— ^eause I 
delivered- the poor that cried, and the fa- 
therless, >attd him that had none to help 
him. Th6 bledsing of him that was ready 
to perishi^me upon me, and I caused the 
widows heart to sing for joy* I waa^ eyes 
to the bliild, and feet to^the lame;— I was 
^ father to the poor, and the cause which I 
inew not I searched out. Did I not weep 
for him that was in trouble Was not my 
soul grieved for the poor?— Let me be 
weighed in an^fsven bdaiice, that Ood-may 

Jloow 



know iDine integrity, ff I did despise the 
cause of n)y mad servant^ or of my maid 
servant, when they contended with me^ 
what then shalM do when God riseth op; 
and when he vistteth me what shall I an- 
swer him ?^Did not he that made me in 
the womb make him ?— -And did not one 
fashion us m the womb ?— If I have with- 
held the poor from their desire^ or have 
caused the eyes* of the widow to fail,— or 
have eaten my morsel myself alone, and 
the fatherless hath not eaten thereof; — if I 
have seen any perish for want of cloathing^ 
or any poor without covering,— if bi» loina . 
have not bftssed mci and if he were ndt 
warmed with the fleece of my sheep^v— if I 
have lift up my hand against the fatherless, 
when I saw my help in the gate,— then let 
.mine arm fall from my dioulder-bbide, and 
:mina arm be broken from the bone. If' I 
have rejoiced at the destruction of him 
that hatred me, or lift np mys^f when evil 

foun4 
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fbuod bim (neither have I suflSsred my 
mouth to sifts by wishing a corse on bis 
sou]). The stranger did not lodge ia the 
street; btit I opened my doors* to the tra^ 
veller. If my land cry against me^ or that 
the furrows likewise thereof complainv-^if I 
have eaten the fruits thereof withoitt mo- 
ney, or have claused the owners t^iereof to 
lose their life^ let thistles grow instead df 
wheat, and cockle instead of barley..^ 

There are few people so cramped iir 
their circumstances but they may be ustfill 
rto thfeif fellow crealorea without ixqmki^ 
. themselves or their families. Eor exampk, 
to lay aside a certain prop(>rtion} however 
8mall> of their income, for . the uae of tbe 
poor^ to -sacrifice some pariy^- of pleesiire, . 
or useless piece, of dress^ foi' their benefit, 
would surely be a praiseworthy act^ and 
meet with its deserved reward, if we belieVe- 
the words of Solomon, that ^^he thatgiveflb^ 
.to the poor lendeth to the Lord^'* 
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.OKT CHRISTIAN JPGRTITUDE, AND 
THE CONSOLATIONS OP 
JHELIGION, 



AS I jadge aU my yoothfdl; 
■readers are acquainted with the history of 
their owfi comxtry^ none'Of them, I thinks 
can have forgotten ^the mevnomUe death' 
of the Earl of Stafford, who fell a sacrifice ' 
to his attachment tor his royal iMsttr, 
Charles the Firsts His trial took place iii^ 
May, ] 64 1 , when the allegations of his 
enemies prevailed^ and the Ktn^ was 
pressed to sign a warrant ifor his execution ; < 
his afieokion^ however, for a faithful mn' 
nisterj^ made him loath to consent, hb had/ 
\ . also, 
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also, before pledged his word to Stafford 
that the parliament should not injure hinu 
In this dilemma be received a letter from 
the Earl, in which he generously entreated 
that his life might be made the sacrifice ol 
a mutual reconciliation between the king 
and his subjects. Pressed by the clamours 
of the people, the king at length yielded; 
though he could not resolve to sign the 
fatal warrant with his own hand, but em- 
ployed commissioners for that purpose. 

The Earl of Stafford received \h\s news 
with great resolution, the only ^rda which 
-escaped him being-r^** Put not your trust 
in princes, nor in the sons of men, for in' 
them thece is no sal^^tiom" 

Sensible there ^as tio avoiding the* 
power ^ his enemies, Stafford prepared for 
deaths and in a letter to bis son, dated 
froks the Tower, evintea at jonce his piety^ 

i^esignation^ 
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rasignation^ parental afTection, and loyalty, 
for no complaint against his royal master 
^scjapes hiiTi.; and as I judge it may not be 
unpleasant to some of my readers, I shall 
sul^a it, 

" nth of May, lfl41. 

^^'My dear Son, 

THESE are the last lines 
that you are to receive from a father 
who^ehdedy loves you.— I wish there 
were a greater leisure to impart my mind 
' unto you, but our merciful God will 
* supply all things by his grace, and guide 
and protect you in all your ways — to 
whose infinite goodness I bequeath you; 
and, therefore, be«not discouraged, but 
serve him, and he will preserve and pros- . 
per yofu 4n all things. 

Be sure yott pay all res^t to my 
wife> who hdth ever had a great love 

"unto 
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^ onto you^^Never be wanting in yote 
love and care to your sisters, but let 
them ever be dear unto you^ it is a duty 
fhat you owe to the memory of your «- 
cellent mother .and myself, therefore 
your care and affection for them must be 

" the very same that you are to have of 
yourself — and the like regard must you 
have for your youngest sister, for indeed 

*^ you owe it her dso, both for her &ther 
and niother^s sake. 

^' Dear son, be careful to tale the ad- 
^^vice of those friefids which are by nie 
desired to advise you resipectfng your 
education,— Serve God ^diligently morn- 
ing and evening, recommend your^lf 
unto him, and have him before your eyes 
in all your ways. With patiende hear 
the instructions of those friends I leave 
" with you, atid follow their couns^; for 
<^'till time hath giveil you experietice in the 

" world. 
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worlds it will be far more safe to trast to 
their judgmeat than to your own. 

Lose not the time of yom youths 
but gather those seeds of virtue and 
knowledge^ which may be of use to 

^' yourself^ and comfort to your friends^ for 
the rest of your life; and that this may 
be the better effected^ attend thereimto 
' with patience^ and be siire to correct and 
restrain yonrself from anger. Suffer not 
sorrow to cast you down^ but with 
cheerfulness and good courage go on, 
the race you have to run in all sobriety 
and truth. Be sure with hallowed care 

^' to have respect to all the command- 
ments of H]rodj and give not yourself to 
neglect them in the least things lest by 

*f degrees yosu come to forget them in the 

<^ greatest; for the heart of man is deceitful 
above all things. In all your duties and 

*^ devotions towards Qod^ rather perform 
VOL. II. F tbem 
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them Joyfully than pensively, for God 
" loves* a cheerful giver. For your reli- 
gion, let it be directed according to that 
^ which shall be taught by those which are 
^ in God's church, and who are, therefore, 
the proper teachers, rather thap that you 
" either fancy to yourself, or be led by 
" men Who are singular in their own opi- 
ntens, and delight to go ways of their 
own finding out ; for you will certainly 
find soberness and truth in the one, and 
much unisteadiness and vanity ih the 
other. 

" The King, T trust, will deM graciously 
by you, and restore you to those honours 
and that fortune which a distempered 
time has deprived you of, together whh 
the life of your father; and which I ta^ 
ther advise might be by a new gift and 
*^ creation from himself, than by any other 
iheans^ to the end that you may owe the 

'^thanks 
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^ thanks to him, withoot having obligation 
^* to ^ny other. 

Be sure to avoid as much as you can 
to inquire after those who have bee» 
sharp in their judgment towards me^ and 

^' I charge you never to suffer the thoughts 

" of revenge, to enter your heart. Be 
careful to be informed who were my 
friends in : this prosecution, and to them* 

^' apply yourself to make them your friends 
also; for on such you may rely,, and 
bestow much of your conversation among 
them. God Almighty of his infinite 
goodness Mess you and your children *s 

^'.children; and his same goodness bless 
your sisters in like manner — perfect you 

^ in every good work, and give you right 
understanding in all things. — Amen. 

" Your mo^t loving father. 

: F2 : ''Do 
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Do not foil to beha?e yourself wkh 
*^ duty and observance to your grand* 
mother, Lady Clare ; she loves you ten- 
^ deriy and halh been kind to me,— God 
^ reward her charity for it. And both in 
^ this, and all ihe rest, the «ame that I 
counsel yoi^ the saine do I dkeot also 
*^ unto your sisters; that so tb^ safne my: 
^ be observed by you all ; ift)d<^no^j|iiOr& 
" do I, from my very soul, beseech dui' 
gracious God to bless and govern yon ia 
sil, to the saving you in the ^ay of liitf 
visitation^ and join us again in tfae eoln- 
munion of his blessed saintly where^fl 
^ fuUnest of joy and bh'ss for evermore. 

Amen, Amen/* 

The resignation and exemplary advice 
which flows throughout the above le^er 
renders it worthy of being handed down to 
posterity. Piety can alone bestow true 
foilUtade under affliction^ it teaches its 



fKissQSSor to k>ok beyond the narrow limtt^ 
of this world, and even 0a earth gives s 
foretaste of Heaven. 

Lady R»9$el3 in the reign of Charles the 
necopd-^ AArniahas us with another example^ 
in a Ittfer which she wrote to Df. Fitz- 
wiDlam two months after the eaecutkm of 
heir husband, that resignation and fortitude 
wfb tilt gifli of God alone> vrtto supported 
her ithrough sdrrowa tjhat might, even en 
yecapituktiony fovoe tears from Ibe hardest 
beart> and whose parting ftom her Lord 
lias furnished -aa many paintdrs with a di^ 
Sr^sing subject of domestie sorrow. Some 
few days «fter the deatl^ of her husband, 
even when she was,. , as she enei^eticaHy > 
expresses herself, v^^ amased with grief,'* 
she wrote to the Kiogy to clear the fame of 
her beloved lord, and convince hiih ^ his < 
honour and loyaltyv The letter, however,^ . 
1 aUude. toiaof.il different kitid> and pre-> 
Fs sent»^ 
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** Lor* let me undferstand the reason of 
these dark and wounding Providences^ 
that I sink not under the discourage* 
ment of my owtt thoughts. — I know I 

^* have deserved my punishment, and will 
be dilent under it,— but yet secretly my 
heart mourns too sadly, I feaf^and cannot 
comforted, because I have not the 
dear companion and sharer of all my 
joyi imd sorrows.— I want him to talk 
with, to walk with, to eat and deep 
with; all theSse' things are irkst^rtie tor me 
fidw,— the d^y unwetcome, the nfght so 

^ to6,— alt company and meak I woiitd 
avoid if it m?ght bej— yet art this is, tliat 

^ I eftjoy not tfie worfd" in my own way and 

^ £fiid hinJers my cortiforf . When I see 
my children before me, I remember the 
pleasure ht took \tt them, dnd this itidkes 

^ me shrink.— Can I regret hid qcnttidg a 
lesser good foi* a greater ? — I if I did 
steadfastTy believe, 1 could not be de* 

"jected> 



<^ jeqted^ (qt I witt not lojure myself io ssfp 
I offer my mind any^ inferior Consolation 
to supply. this los9« No> I arost willingly ^ 
forsake this worldi this ye94|K>us trou^> 

" blesome « worlds in which I have na 
other business •btit to* rid my sout from 

'^ sin^secure by faith and<a good con- 
science my eternal interests^*— with pa- 
tience and courage bear my eminent - 
misfortisine^ a^d ever after be^ above the 

^^smiles^ and frowns of it;-*«nd wbea I 
have done the remnant of my work ap- 
pointed lofe on leartJi^^ then joyftilly wait 
for the -Heavebly perfection in* €k>d*'s- - 

^' good tifii6,<wfaeto/i>)r hts^ iafinke miercy^ . 
i itiay be aocounted Woi^fay to enter into • 
the saale^pla^e of irest and Mpose^ where 
he. ja gone for whom otify I giievci-^ 
Fit)m:that conteoitJatioti nmst come my 

^* best 'Suppoift.^Good Doctor, you will 
thiiifcyas yoiif hi»re^rea^n> that I se^ no 
fa^wdaii whex^ I Ifet myself looee^to^my 
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complaints,— but I will release you, first 

• fervently asking the countenance of your 
^'prayers for your infinitely afflicted, but 
" very faHikfixl servant/* 

< 

In a letter dated a year after (1684), 
and addressed ta the same person, we find 
the excellent Lady Russel strengthened in 
her faith, although her mind stiH returns to 
the lost object of her youthful afifections.— 
A passage from it runs thus -> 

The future paijt of my life wiW not, I 
■^^ expect, pass, as, perhaps^ I would just 
choose. Sense has been long enough 
" gratified, indeed, so long, that I know 

• not how to live by faith, yet the pleasaiif 
stream which fed il near fourteen years 

• together* being gone, I have no sort of 
refreshmerit, but when I can repair to 
that living fountain from whence all 

flows 

^ The time she lived with ber lord^ 



^ fiowsf ; . while I look not at the thir^ 
^ which are seen, but at those which are 
not seen, expecting that day which will 
settle and compose alt my tumultuous- 
thoughts in peace and* quieh ~ Time 
^ runs on, and usually wears off some of 
^ that sharpness of thought inseparabl(a with 
my circumstances ; but I cannpk e^pe- 
rience such an effect, every week making 
me more and more' sensible of the nii- 
serable change in my condition. But the 
*^ same tnerciful hand which has held me 
up from sinking in tl^ ejttremest ca- 
lamities^ will, I* verily believe^ da so stilly 
that I faint not to the- end. of this sharp 
conflict, nor add sin to my grievous 
weight of sorrows^ by too high a ^is* 
content^ which is all I havt now tO' 
« fear. ■ 

' In a third tetter) dated l685» we find: 
£ady Jlussel* reverting less to her .sorrows^ 

. «a4 
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athd more to thie mer(7 of God.-^Hiis^ 
fetter is also addressed to her pious friend,, 
D^. Fitzwilliam . 

Now I know where to find yatty 
^ good Dbctor^ ydu may be sure to hear 
'^frditi'lier #ho is^ still not ashamed to be 
'^^M the' i^eceiving hand with you, Gdd 
^* ha£h given you Che abilities and oppof- 
'^tunity for it, and tiot tome; and what 
" am I, that B shduld sdy—Why is it n6t 
^ otheh«^i*e N6, I do not, nor do E 
gfuflj^ <st envy you the pious and mfgt^ 
nibdi^ldastti^e yotf hafve in it ; my part 
in« titis^ world is of another nature^ and I . 
^ thank you^ 6i^, (but God must give you 
tWe recomfpence;) Ypu-instruct me ad- 
tnirablj^ l^ow to oveteome, that I may 
''once make application of that teit^ 
'' Rev. iii. verse 12^^ and raise such hopes^ 

■ »^a8 

Vie temple, of my God, and he shall go no more o«it» 

and. 



^ CBfindt i]ftiscftrry.~The great thing is to 
Acquiesce with all one's heart to the 

^ good pleasure of Grod^ who will prove us 
by the ways and dispensations he sees 
best, and when h€ will break us to pieces^ 
we must be broken,— Who can tell his 
works frotathe beginning to the end ?-~ 

^ But who eah praise his mercies more tiian 
wretched whonr he has not cut off in 
his anger ?«^^wbo has takea his chas* 
tisemenis so-heavily, not weighing his 
mercies in the midstof his judgments!-^ 

^ The stnAe was of the fiercest kind; but 
had r not then ^b^- reasonable ground to 
hope, that what I loved as I did my own 
soul,- was raised from a prison to a 
throne ?~Was^I not enabled to conceal 
my own sorrow,, that I increased not his 
suffisrings by aeeitig mine? — How were 

my 

afid I will \i^Hle upoii him the name of mj God^ and 
the name of the city of my God» which i& New Jeru^ 
salem, which com^th down out of ite&ven frolh £ny 
Cod, smd I will write upon him nay new nmc*[ 
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my sinking spirits strpportecT by the jcarfy 
*^ compassion of excellent and wise Ghrhr- 
tians, without ceasing admonishing me 
*^ of my duty, instructing, reprovingj and 
comforting me!— You know, Doctor, 
that I was not destitute; and I must ac- 
*^ knowledge that many others, like your- 
self, with devout zeal and great charity, 
contributed to the gathering together 
^* my scattered spirits^ and then subjecting 
^* them by reason, to such a submission as I 
could obtain under so heavy a^ calamity. 
And further, he hiis spared me hit^herto 
the children of so excellent a friend,. 
" giving ihem hopeful understandings^ and . 
" tractable and sweet dispositions-^spared 
^* my life in usefulness, I trust, to them, 
*^ and being I am to linger in a- world I 
' can no more delight in^ has given me a 
' " freedom from bodily p^in to a degree I. 
*^ almost never knew ; — not so mncb* as .a 
^^strong ik of the head*ach have I felt 



ihat miserable tiire^ though I 
used to be tormented with it very fre- ' 
quently. This calls for praisrs my dead 
, ** heart is not exercised In, but I hope this- 
is my infirmity, and I bewail rt; He that 
^ took our nature; and fdt our infirmities, 
' knows the weakness of my person and 
^* the aharpnessof my sorrows, &c. &c.** 

Speaking of religion, and the natural 
loye of life^ this excellent woman observes: 

It does not shut us from sorrow nor 
direct us to insensibility, but to a quiet 
^ submission la the will of God; tny life 
has been so imbittered that it is now a 
very poor thing to me, yet I find myself 
' " careful enough of it. I think I am use- 
ful to my children^ and woujd endare 
hard things for them till they can do for 
themselves;— but, alas, l am apt to con. 
^ elude if I had not that^ yet I should stilt . 

find ^ 
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find out reason , t9Vb^^ ooat^t t^^ 
live, thou^i. I am weary of every things 
and of the ioliy,* the vanity^ the inadaaM > 
of man most of ail. . 

There is a; shrinking from the sepa-^ 
ration of the.soi)! from the body that is - 
implanted in oiur n^tiirey wlMch enforces 
us to conserve .life ; and it is a wise- 
Pi^evidende,-!— for who would' elbe endure 
^ much evil that is not taught the great -x 
-advantages of patient suffering ? &c* 8ec/* 

In a letter written to Dr. Fit^wiHiam^ . 
sine ^years ^ti^r Lord Russel's deatli^ the « 
^ame resignation i^ still apparent : . ' > ■ . - 

I received yoBif'S the ISthr of this 
^Mamentable months the very day of that 

hard .sentence pronounced agaibst my 
^^dew friend and huBband^~it was«4he 

Saatrday,. 9ttd w I. bad tiie oppprtbnity^* 
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of retiring without atty one taking notrcd 
**of it, which pleases me best.— What 
«^ shall I say, DDctor ?. That I do live by 
your rales ?— No, I should lie.-^I bless 
Crod, it has long been my purpose, wkh 
some endeavdttr, through mercy, to do 
It* I hope I may etfnchide I grieve with- 
^ out wnning; yet I cannot attain to that 
lore of God, and submission; to all his 
^* PrOfidencee, that I can rejoice in. How- 
^ ever, I bless him for hit mfinite mercy, 
^ M b support that is not wrought from the 
worlds thooghf my heart is too mnDh- 
bound up in the blessings I have yet leftr 
'^^ itnd I hope chiefly, he has enabled me 
to njoice iff bitn aa my everlasting por- 
tidn^ and in the assured hope of good 
things ill (he other world, ^ 

<^ Gooi Ddet^r we ai^ travelling the 
^ same w^, and hope, thi^dUgh mercy, tb 
^ n«$€l .8tthe same happy end of aU our 

^« labours^ 
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^ labours here, in an eternal rest ; and \t 
is of great advantage to that attainment, 
oommunicating pious thoughts to each 
other — nothing on thi»^ side Heaven goes 
so near it,, and being wher^ Grod is^ it is 
Heayen« I( he be in our hearts, there 

5^ will be peace and satisfaction^, when one 
recoHects the happiness of such a stat^ 

" which) if my heart deceives me not, I 

" hope is. mine; and* I will try to expe- 
rience more and more that blessed pro«- 
mise,^*^ Come unto me all ye that art 

^ heavy laden, and I wilj give yop ease»'* 

Tlie, words of the scripture were truly 
verii^ed in Lady Russel, — " Whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, &c/; for she 
endured repeated and heart-rending sor- 
rows. — Her husband snatched from her by 
a violent and untimely death-, m^y of her 
^nearest connections died before her, and, 
Jastof all, she lostheronly son, Wrothesly^. 

Duke 
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t>ttke of Bedford^ Who died of the smaft 
pox in May, iTll, in the thirty- first year 
of his age. In one of her letters on this 
event, great lis we may judge her grief to 
I have been, yet Christian resignation tem- 
the blow^ for she thus expresses 
tieVself; — ^ 

I did not know the greatness of my 
love to his person till I could see it no 
'^^ hibre^~-When nature^ Wha will lie tnis- 
.^^tres9/> has hi some measure, with time 
relieved herself, then, and not till theOf 
I trust the goodness which hath no 
l>Mmb^ ind Whose power b irresistible, 
WtD assist nrie by-his grace ta rest con- 
* rented with-wbat his unerring Providence 
has appointed^ and permitted. And I 
shall feel ease in (his contemplation, that 
there was nothing uncomfortable in his- 
dtfath but the losing him^ for his God; 

yfBS^ 



was, I verily b€slicv€[> , ewf iit hi»- 

a v^irU tfsmpef ^4 with fiom teeig^ 
nation lu^id OhFistian fqFtitiide^ the eviUof^ 
the world \<m Mi^ tbair bitjberneni, ibr^ . 
according to St. Paul,— Thoogb tbf^* 
outward man perish, yet the inward- matt i 
ift renewed di^ by day J* 

0Mtedif]g^and'eteroid:WeigbtWgl^^ - 

» Wbil|[ we loofe liot atr thie tlAtpH 
which are seen^ bnt at tht things ^vhii^ Att • 
not Man; for the thiDg»which iM>effmii«re * 
temporal, but the fhmgt-^tah^ <«fie. tiot.t 
ee^n are eternal/k ^ 

Christian iortitude iand the consolations of/ 
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^^religioDS life^ I cannot quit ihe subject 
without another' instance of their power 
and efficacy, and ^which is futly proved by 
two letters written by Mrs. Elizabeth 

' Kowe, and found in her cabinet after her 
deDea8e.-*-But as some account of the 
writer niay not he unpleasant to my yeuth- 

^ jfai reader^ shal) give it in few words. 

Tilts lady was the daughter of a Mr. 
^nger, and born at Ilchest^r, in 'Somer- 
ietifeire. ~*Slie was early initiated into 
1^ principles ief religion; and fond of 
imiating and niiisic,-^but lier lesKKng taste 
was poetry.— -After pjublishing collection 
of her poems, she, at the request of Bishop 
Ker, wrote a paraphrase ' oii^ the dSth 
-chapter of Job.«-*In the yetiF 17 iO sh^ 
married Mr. Thomas Rowe, » gentleman 
of a dispdsi^on similar to heir own, and 
equally engaged in literary pursuits; but 
who, from intense study, fell into a con- 
sumption. 



118 



sumption, and died 1715. After hia*. 
death Mrs. Kowe retired to Frome, iit 
Somersetshire, where she indulged her 
inclination for solitude. She wrote aa 
elegy on the death of her husband, a work 
called Friendship in Death, and Letters 
Moral and Entertaining. In 17 3^ . she 
publishtvl a poem, called The History p( 
Joseph, ritlen in her younger days, and 
which publication she . did not long survive, 
for she died of - an apopjej^y, in Februaryy 
27<^7«:^ her cabiA^t. were: found several 
letters directed Jto her friends, to. be ddi-i 
vered after her decease, which plainly shews 
It was an event dhe expected. 

» ' ^ ■ ■ \ * 

The Rev. Dr.: Isaac Watts, agreeable 
to her request, revised and published bee 
devotions in the same year, under the title 
p{ Devout Exercises. Among the letters 
I befpre alluded .tO| was one addressed ta 

: - . b« 
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lier mother, and another to the Countess 
of Hartford.— The first was as follows:— 

^ Madam, * 

** I am now taking my final 
** adieu of this world, in certain hopes of 
** meeting: you in the next. — I carry to the 

grave roy affection and duty to you. — I 
•* leave you With the sincerest concern 

for your happiness and the welfare of 

your family.— May my prayers be an- 
" swered when I am steeping in the dustl 
** —May the angels of Grod conduct you 

in the paths of immortal pleasure ! 

" I would collect thfe powers of my 
^ soul, and ask blesjsings for you with all 
" the holy violence of prayer. — God Al- 
^ mighty, the God of your pious ancestors, 
bless you. — It is but a short space I have 
" to measure. — My shadows are length- 
" ening, and my sun declining; thatgood- 

" ness 
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ness which has httbertQ condiioled me 
will not /ail me in the Jasi concluding 
act of life; that name which I have made 
my glory and my boast, shall then be mf 
^ strength and my salvation^ 

To meet jdeath with a becoming for« 
^ titudie, is ^ part above the powers o£ 
nature, and which I can perform by na 
^ power CM? holine3» of my own;!!^for9 oh!. 
^Vin my best estate, I am altogether vanity;, 
^ a wretched helpless dinner ;~but in the 
^ merits and perfect righteousness of Qod 
my Saviour, I hope to appear justified at 
the supreme . tribunal, where I must 
^ shortly stand to be judged. 

"&C.&C.&C/* 

The second letter, addressed to the 
Countess of Hartlord, runs as follows,-** 



ii2i 

"This IS the l^st letter yott 
wHl ever receive from me, — the last 
" assurance I shall give you on earth of 
" a sincere and steady frfendship; but when 
" we meet ggain, -I hope it Will be in the 
" heights of immortal love& ecstasy. Mine, 
perha^^s, may be the first glad spirit to 
congratulate your safe drrital bh the 
ha^y shdres. Heaven cailf \vitn<$sshow 
•• sincere rs my concern for your happiness; 
•• thithfer T have sent my ardent wishes that 
^ you nr^ay be secured frbm the flattering 
dehjsfens of the world, and after your 
" pious example has been long a blessing 
" to mankind, may you calmly resign your 
' " breath, and enter the confines of un- 
^* molested joy ! 

" lam now taking myTarewel of you 
" herei but it is a short adieu, for I die with 
full persuasion that we shall' meet again. 
•VOL. ir. G " But 



But« O ! in what elevation of- happiness! 
" in what enlargement of mind and per- 
" fection of every faculty! — What trans- 

porting reflections shall we make on the 
^ advantages of which we jeel QUrseh^es 

eternally possessed. 

To him that loved us .and wa^d. ub 
from our sins in his own blood, >we shall 

.^' ascribe immortal glory, dominion, and 

" praise for ever.— This is all my salvation 
and all xny hope. That name in whom 
the gentiles trust, in whom all the fami- 
lies on earth are blessed, is now my 
glory, my unfailing confidence ; in his 
merits I alone expect to stand justified 
before infinite purity and justice. How 

" poor were my hopes, if I depended on 
those works, which my own vanity, or 

" the partiality of men, have called good, 
and which, if examined by Divine pu- 
rity, would prove, perhaps, but specious 

sins. 
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'^'^ sins. The best actions of my life would 
•* be found defective, if brought to the 
^ test of that unblenfiished holiness in 

whose sight the Heavens are not clean. 
" Where were my hopes but for a Rc- 
**'deen)er's merits and atonement ? — 
".How desperate— how undone my con- 
edition ?— With the utmost advantage I 
e^^an boast, I should start back and 

tremble at tl^e thoughts of appearing 
" before the unblemished Majesty.— ! 
" Jesus, what harmony dwells in thy name! 
" Celestial joy and immortal life are in the 
" sound. — Let angels tune to thee their 
" golden harps — let the ransomed nations 

for ever magnify thee ! 

What a dream is mortal life! — What 
•* shadows are the objects of sense ! — All 
" the glories of mortality, my much be- 
" loved friend, will be nothing in your 
^ view at the avveful hour of death, when 
G2 ' "you 
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you must be separated from the whdle 
" creation, and enter upon the borders ,of 
" the immaterial world. 

Something persuades fne that this 
" will be my last farewel in this world**— 
" HeavM forbid that it should be an ever- 
" lasting parting!— May that^Divine pro- 
" tection, whose care I implore, k<eep you 
<^ steadfast in the faith of Christianity, and 
" guide your steps in the strictest patha of 
" virtue ! Adieu, my nvost dear friend; 
" till we meet in the paradise of God. 

ELIZ4BETH ROWE.^ 

The poetical genius of Mrs. Rowe is 
to be traced through all her writings, and 
gave even to her prose all the energy of 
poetry; which, however we may admire on 
a cursory view, we cannot but allow with 
Dr. Jonhson to be superfluous^ as religion 

can 
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tan receive no adornment from poetical 
hnagery* 

G>ntetnplative piety/* observes that 
el^ant writer, " or the intercourse between 
Q6d and the human sou^ cannot be po*^ 
etioal;~]\^9. admitted to implore the 
Mercy of i^is Creator, and plead the merits 
of hts RedeemeTi is already In a W\gket 
itvte 4^811 pottry can confer, 

^'The essence of fwtry is invention^ ■ 
iaoh inventioni at^ by producing aometking 
unvxpetfted, aurprtses and delights. Tbe 
4epica of devotion are few, and being few 
are finivclrsally know*n; but such as they 
Sre they cad be-made no more,— tircy can 
i^eeive no grace from novelty of sentiment^ 
Afld very little from novelty of expression.^ 

Poetry pleases by exhibiting an idea 
more grateful to the m\ud tbaa (he things 
Gs themselves 
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themselves afford. The efFect proceeds 
from' the display of those parts of nature 
which attract, and the concealment of 
those which repel the- imagination but 
religion must be shewn as it is— suppression 
and addition equally corrupt it—and sueh 
as it is, it is knowYi already. From poetry 
the reader justly experts, and from good 
poetry always- obtains,- the enlargement of 
his comprehension, and elevation of bis 
fancy; but this is rarely to be hoped by 
Ghrtstians from metrical devotion. What* 
ever is great, desirable, or tremendous, is - 
comprised in- the name of the Supreme 
Being. Omnipptenceeannot beexalted,-^ 
infinity cannot be amplified, — perfection 
cannot be improved. The employments 
of pious meditation are faith, tharrksgiving, 
repentance, and supplication* Faith, in* 
variably uniform, cannot be invested . by ■ 
fancy with decorations. Thanksjgiving, 
the most Joyful of all holy eflTuslons, yet . 

addressed 
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addlisdsed to a Being without passions, is 
confined to few modes^ and is to be felt 
rather lhan expressed. Repentance, trem- 
bling in tlie presence of the judge^ is not at 
leisure for cadence and epithets^ Suppli- 
cation of man to mm may difFase itself* 
tbr6ugh many topics of persuasion; but' 
supfllication to God can only cry for mercy 

^* Of sentiments purely religious, it wiir 
be found, that the most sknple expression' 
is the most sublime. Poetry loses its 
lustre and its power^ because it is applied to 
the decoration of something mortt» excellent 
than itself. All that verse can do is to ' 
help the memory, and delight the ear, and 
for these purposes it may be very useful 
bM it supplies nothing to the mind. The 
'icteas of Christian theology are too simple ^ 
for eloquence, too sacred for fiction, and ' 
too majestic for ornament ; to recommend 
^m> by tropes and figures^ is to mag- 
Gs4 nify:: 



nify by a ooBcave roiiTor the Sideral 
Hemisphere" 

Notwitbstanding this f^rGmw^ mpch- 
nauat be allowed for natural 'dispositkM^ , 
educatioOy and early habit8.-^Mrs.. Rowe!s^ 
thoughts were evidently raised above; tbe. 
world; she had been pioos from her mfat)cyi. 
and died with that entire dependance on. 
the, merits an4 m^rcy of her Biedeemer^ 
Wbk^b attwida Christian lortitftde^ 
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ON GRATITUDE. . 



I N your joarft^py through 
life, wiy yoimg friends, never coAlract 
friffndship nor intimacy, with a 
whom you know to have bceti gtrilty of an 
ungrateful action, as you may be assured 
their hearts are more than commonly cor- 
rupt; for there is an innate satisfaction 
arising from gratitude, that a just mmd 
^ ever be eager to enjoy. 

To be enabled to return a nobfe <>r ge- 
Mi*M8 Aetkm, tnu^ n^rally produce the 
moat pkosing gensatioas; or if have it 
G*:^ not 
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Hot in our power to return them, jdo wtr 
not naturally feel an affection for those to 
iTtfhom we are obliged, and ardently wish 
for some means to testify our sentiments 
on the occasi(ui2 . 

If vfe owe gratitude for the common 
^ friendly pffibes of life, what dp we not owe 
ta the parents who gave us ' being, — who 
nurtured our infancy, and provided for our 
riper years? The vast debt can never be 
repaid, but pr4>per interest may surely be 
tendered — ^he^ just claim 'oC affection,, 
obedience, and duty. How frec^uently do 
we hear of young people, who having at- 
tained what /Aeylhink the period H>f judg- 
ing for themselves, behave with the grossest 
ingratitude, by acting .diametrically oppo- 
site to what their parents would advise ; for 
good parents . will only advise,* and con- 
sulting the welfare of their children, diraet 
tbem^ wording to their judgnient, for 
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th^ Kest. Cet such chHdren ask their own 
heartSi shoufd M^y he^-eafter live to^ be 
parents, whether theiy should like a return 
in kind? when, after having cherished a 
darling infant' for years/ tilt they begin to ' 
look for a reward to'thfeir cares,' by the 
name of friend being united to that of 
child, 'they^honld Suddenly fktd them re- 
volt from their duty/ and prefer the coun- 
sel "'of Tnterested^ advisers to their own ; 
until with base ingratitude they stab the 
mikternal bosom from whence they re- 
ceived life and .nourishment, — fix worse 
than a serpent4 sting in the heart of a 
father, 'and finally plunge themselves in 
ruin.-— Mtfy not such a child,, injustice, by 
Divine retribution, expect to give birth to 
one^'in the' words of Lear, - 

" ' So perverse of spirit, that it may live 

Hifr torment, as *t\» as born, to fret her cheeks 
With constant tears, and wrinkle her young brow, 
TtoMiiL ber mother's pains to shame and scorn ; 

That 
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That sht taaj curse ber. crime too late, and feel \ 
Haw sharper thaa a serpent's toodi It is 
To have a thanltless child ! " 

SHAKBSrEAR.- - 

If gratitude is due from chiWreu to 
parents^ and from man to man, how much 
more is it yet due to God, who confers . 
upon us every good and blessing we enjoy.. 

Infidels^ and even the most unenlight* 
cned nations, are not insensible to the sen- 
timents of gratitude^ and I was pleased 
some time since on reading the. following 
anecdote, well authenticated : 

" The Bey of Constantine*, among the 
number of his slaves, had a Neapolitan - 
surgeon, of whom he made little account; . 
tin being severely^ afflicted with a cancer 
in his face, and despairing of a cure, he 
consulted him respecting it«-^Tbe surgeon 

examined 

* Anciently Cirta, and the residence of the Nvmidia& , 
kings. 
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ex«oimed the-^wound and fouiid i<; datrc* 
gmms, but wi9.4iot disheartened, and re- 
plied te>'4he- Bey in the following: terms : — 
*^ With the assiiiance of the GckI I serve, 
i >^in undertake the cure; — if I fail, I- 
know I shall be put to deaths but I shall die 
ID the performance of my duty, and he 
wiii support me under it. — If I am sue- 
otaaful, It wiirbe his hand, not mine, there- 
fore I shall make no conditions with the 
Bey, my master." 

The Bey ^ put himself immediately 
mmler his care, and he was fortunatt^ly suc- 
cessful ; for the cure was perfected even in 
ft' milcb shorter time than he expected. — 
Fm* this aervice the Bey gave him hi* li- 
berty, but retained him at his court • by 
repeated •acts of kindness for a considerable 
tkne. At length the Neapolitan^ testified 
a strobg desire of returning to his native 
covntry^ where -he bad Jeft his wife and 

children J 
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chiTdrtin ;~the Bey listened to h}§ request 
in silence, but appeared deeply intere^ed 
by it, and after a time replied,—" Thoti 
art free-— though " thy request gives me 
great uneasiness; but^prximise me to re- 
tarn in a year— bring thy wrfe andx^hrldreh 
with thee,' that* thbu' - may 'st remain in 
peace in my court, — 'I wish' to be thy 
fttend, and in me thy children shall find 
thie affection of a father; for I cannot do 
less for the man who relieved me from a 
njalady more painful than death itself.*' 

The surgeon promised obedience;— 
the Bey loaded him with presents, and at 
his request gave freedom to two Ifali.an 
slaves, that they might attendiiim -during 
his journey .—He then recommended hira, 
• as- his son, to the African -company, and 
embracing him with his' eyes 'bathed in 
teArs, said,**-" Go and s^e thy family — go 
and^^ses thy /kingv and* tell. them, what 

maimer 
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tmmner thoo hast been treated by a prince 
^rbom thy^ nation calls a barbartan.'* 

Tb give a second instance of gratitude 
among infidels^ we^ are informed, that--^ 
the year l6g8j Topal Osman, a young 
man who had- been bred - in the palace at 
Constantinople, was sent with dispatches to 
the Bashair, at Cairo. Being afraid of 
the Arab9, be^embarked at Said, in a vessel 
bound-to Damielta^ in which voyage the 
Turkish vessel was attacked' by a Spanish 
privateer, and, af^er a very gallant resist*- - 
ance forced to surrender. . 

Osman was dangerously wounded^ 
lioth in the arm and thigh, in which 'state • 
he was carried to Mahay* where the pri^ 
vateer put io'to refiti^ 

" Vincent D'Arnaud, * a Ffenchrhan, 
ivaathcaxommafiider at ^be port of Malta, 



imrf; af hfe duty required. Went on bterd 

the vessel when she came into port. The- 
conduct of Osman, who had defended the 
'/Turkish sloop till the last extremity, and 
had fallen covered with wounds, was re- 
. lated to him,^ and made him curions to see 
so brave a man. Osmao's wounds weitf 
still dangerousj but fearful of his at- 
tempting to regain his freedom, he w&s 
chained and confined with the rest of the 
prisoners. D^Arnaad viewed him with 
attention, when Osman addr^sing hitft 
^aid bluntly, — Wmld yau do n generous 
action ransom mei^hereafier i ixill repat^^ 
your 

" The request struck D'Arnaiad with 
«urprise, — and interested by.t^appearBBce 
of Osman, and the account he had received- 
of his bravery, he turned to the captain ^ 
and asked what he required for t4ire' rdtisom 
of bis^ prisoner ?^Tiie captiua'^^iieiiiand 

waft- 



w«0 vsix hundred sequinSi which suai/ . 
though inconvenient to D*Arnaud, he soon . 
after paid, and received the prisoner in ^ 
letucn ; whoia be put immediately under 
.the care of a skilful surgeon, who com* 
pleated his^ure^ though he ever after re* 
flEi^nedlame*^ 

Odman infornr>ed.hU benefaotor, that 
if he doubted his honour^ he might write to 
Copstantipople for the money he bad ad* 
vaqced, m otherwise depend on himself.*^ 
Q'Arnaud chose the latter^, and OamanV 
heakh b€ui>g reinstated he ugain sat out 
upon hia voyage^ and without accident 
Yeached Cairo. On his arrival he paid a 
thousacnd sequins to be remitted to D^Ar* 
aaudy together with some rich furs ;-^acid 
hatfintg nobly reoompf peed the crew of the 
f*rench vessel in which he . sailed, ai»d 
performed the orders of the sultan, he 
dftparted Tor CQuatantinopIej and was the 

firat. 5 
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first who brought the intelligence of hri 
slavery. 

The obligation Osman had received' 
from I>*Arnaud had made an impression^ 
never to be forgotten by a grateful mind r 
he did not for years cease tc^ correspond* 
with him, and at intervals sent hitn the 
most costly presents. 

" A war bteaking out between the Ve-' 
netians and the Turks, iri the year 1715/ 
Osman was employed to forc^ the Isthmus^^ 
ef Corinth, which he not'ibnly*e»ect*tcd> 
but took the city by assauk, for which hc^ 
was rewarded by being made a ^bashaw ;» 
and on the ensuing year served as lieute-^ 
nant general at the siege of O^rfu, where 
hiB conduct raised him 5till higher in -thee 
public esteem; 



*^ ln the year 1722 he was made ge- 
neral in chief, and had the command of 
the army in the Morea, When the cim- 
suls of different nations came to pay their 
respects to him in that qoaWiy, though he 
received allt with politeness, he distill^ 
guished the French by the greatest respect* 
The audience over, addressing the last 
named, he said,— You will oblige me by 
infofming V4ncent D'Arnaud, commander 
of-the port at Malta, that my new dignity 
afibrds me. the more pleasure as it enables ; 
roe to testify my gratitude to him. As a 
pledge of our ancient friendship, let him 
intrust me with the care of' his son, I will 
take his fortune upon myself." — D*Arnaudi 
- informed of this request, sent his son into 
the Morea, where Osman furnished him 
¥Hth ample means to purchase mer-i- 
ohandize, and granted him such privileges 
, and immunities tha% he speedily made his 
ftirtune.. 

^^The 



" The political abilities of Osman still 
contioued to raise him in the state,~in* 
the year 17^7 he was made governar of 
IkunaBia^ a trust of the grealestinrporhince« 

In the year 1730 a great revolution - 
hf^pened at Constantinople^ and in pne^ 
ywr no less Ahm three igrand iwckm ioA 
thdi* be«4i« Ofman wat oaUttI 

|pMi bia gaveimntiit to fiii litii f lacty b e w g ^ . 
(to liigU«at| «eU the MltSHi itilihtt^ni* 
|U))e» HaviGg 'takM poftseiaioii of tviitiiMr 
digiiity^ iw tmi to ii^iferm- D*Arnaud of 
his ad^rioementi fe(||»M«t4^ t^atMrith hif 
p^n he ^ould haataa io Ck»mtantiiK)^ei aa 
thai po$t<af grand' vizier 4va6 always pr^ca* 
rious^ and that whila he^had Ibe power ht 
wished (a^rve Jbi& friend«*^ D'Araaud and 
his son . tmiTvadiatdy left Malta and re« * 
ftf^red to Con^aatmople^ brNQgifi;^ wilfa * 
tfaem twelve Tisrks whom ib^ hadr raa^ 
somed from slavery^ to present to the graad ^ 

vizier* 
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"^vfzier, Vincent D*Arnaiwl, now belwecn 
seventy and eighty yearfr of age, supported 
by his son, and. followed by the liberated 

>«lavcs, W38 brottght before O&man, who 
received him with th« utmost respect and 
affection, although he was seated in state, 
and attended by the first nobles in the 
empire* — " J^onder not," said he to the ^ 
officers who surrounded him, **tbat I re- 
ceive this Christian' with such* distinguished 
honour; — to him I am indebted for all Fnow 
enjoy. I was a slave, covered with wounds 
and loaded with chains, and unknown and 
unquestioned he redeemed me, though his 
generosity injur*:d his fortune. He healed 
my wounds, and when I was able, he fur- 
nished me with a vessel in which I reached 
Damietta, from whence I sailed up the 

. Nile to Cairo, and performed the duty with 
which the swltan had entrusted me. An 
acquaintance of thirty-two years has in- 
creased my respect and affection for him ; 

and. 
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and, behold/ he now insures his welcome 
by bringing with him twelve of my coun- 
trymen, redeemed, like myself, from mi- 
sery and slarery !— Such are the claims of 
my Christian friend, from whom I could 
wish Mussulmen to take a lesson of hu- 
manity and generosity.'* 

While Osman thus addressed bis of- 
ficers^ and the surrounding nobles, he held 
the elder D'Amaud by the hand, and af- 
terwards questioned him respecting his si- 
tuation and pursuits, as also that of his 
son. The old man replied they were both 
prosperous, and principally so by the means 
with which he had furnished them;-r-oa 
which Osman, crossing his hands on his 
bosom and bowing his head, in token of 
devout thanks, answered, — God is great, 
God is ^aorf/"~He then gave D*Arnaud 
and his son in charge to his principal ag^^ 
commanding him to conduct them to the 

apartments 
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apartments of his son, and to see they were 
attended with as much respect as himself.— 
They soon after left Constantinople, loaded 
with the most magnificent proofs of the 
friendship and.generosity of the vizier, who 
did not part from them without tears,«— yet 
this man was an Infide!! — but as he wished 
his countrymen to take a lesson of hu • 
manity and generosity from, a Christian, so 
I wish my youthful readers to take a lesson 
of gratitude from this noble Infidel. 



ON 



144 



ON SINCERITY, 



1&TNCERITT consists of ^« 
- "Simplicity of mind and manners in oat 
conversation and conduct to each other;*— a 
constant plainness and openrtess of be- 
haviour, free from all false appearance and 
deceitful disguise, in either word or action. 
It is to speak as we think, to do as we 
profess, and to perform ^what we promise.— 
Not that we are obliged to tell our inten- 
tions or resolutions to every one, but we 
are not to declare any thing contrary to 
them; we may be silent, as prudence .or 
reason requires, but we are not to make a 
false avowal, or profess what we never 
intend to perform. 

Politeness 
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"Politeness IS due to every erne, biit thote 
^overstrained conyplimehts which profess 
kindness and attachment to persons for 
whom, in reality, we have neither friend- 
iship, affection, nor esteem, are a species of 
ilespicaWe and mean falshood andHattery 
which honest integrity will ever avoid. 
Whei'e truth is not at the bottom jo^ 
must live in continual fear of detection, for 
no one loves to be an avowed liar — while on 
the contrary, trtilh is always consistent and 
easy, md needs no subterfuges to help it 
outi- whereas a lie is always troublesome, 
and usually needs many more to give it the 
appearance of credibility.' 

' The more a iJerson is*^cnown for sin- 
cerity and integrity, the more he will be 
Valued, for no one will fear to repose trust 
and confidence in. him. Art and deception 
once discovered, even ihe worst characters 
will pface no faith in a deceiver; for how- 
voL IF. H ever 
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ever erroneously men act themselves/lhey 
vish to employ and trust those on whom 
they can rely. 

I have somewhere read that sincerity 
may Ke compared to travelling in a plain 
and beaten road, which is sure to lead us 
to our journey's end with safety and honour, 
though we should even meet some few 
crosses by the way^ — Deceit, on the con- 
trary, is a dirty by-way, which most fre- 
quently leads us into a labyrinth of trou- 
ble, in which the further we^o, the more 
we are entangled, until we 'lose all sight* of 
integrity and forfeit the esteem of good 
men for ever. Added to this, why should 
man by dissembling his judgment, or 
acting contrary to it^ incur at once ttie 
displeasure of God, and the stings of his 
own conscience; especially if we consider 
that all dissimulation shall one day be made 

, manifest. 



manifest, and published before 6od^ An- 
gels, and nnen, to our everlitsting shame 
and confusion. 

Let us then endeavour to «ct in this 
world as we shall be glad to be found in 
that great and aweful day when all our pre- 
tences shall be examined, the closest hy- 
pocrisy laid open, the secrets df all hearts 
revealed, and when our thoughts, words, 
und actions shall be^ censured or applaiided 
by the God of truth and justice. 
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ON INTEMPER^ANCE. 



. POPE observes, from Seneca, 
that, "Those who divide their lives 
between an anxious conscience and -a 
nauseated stomach, have a just reward of 
their gluttony in the* diseases it brings widi 
it; for human savages, like other wiW 
beasts, find snares and poisons in the pro- 
visions of life, and are allured by their 
appetite to their destruction. I know no- 
thing more shocking or horrid, than the 
prospect of one of ftieir kitchens covered 
with blood, or filled with the cries of the 
creatures expiring in tortures. It gives 
one an image of a giant's den in a romance, 
bestrewed with thescattered heads andman- 

\ gled 



gled Ivmts of tliose. who were slaia hy his 
cruelty.*". 

I know not a more disgraceful vice than 
gluttony it debases .man to the level of a 
$wine5 absorbs every ^ faculty of his mind^ 
vitiates 'his blood, and renders him des- 
picable in: the opinion of all rational beings. 
Can any thii>g, be more unnatu/al than a 
profiise mixture of opposite viands in the 
itomach, as Bshj saucer soup^ meat, fowl^ 
Wis, jeilyi -wine, ice, cakes, frait,^ &c. 
JSven the very idea ia disgusting, and sick- 
eaing to the imagination; and no doubt 
many of the maladies that strike at the 
yery root of life aire occasioned by the im* 
proper gratification of the appetite, for 
none but the strongest constitutions are 
able to shake off the oppressive load, A 
certain portion of good food is necessary 
to preserve health and support strength, 
H 3 but 



but the^ patfed appetite of gluttony can 
alone demand ft) many provocatives. 

For a moment' consider the brutal 
picture of the voIc»ptuary in bis chamber-^ 
his stomach, heaves, and in conVuI^ve hic- 
cough9> endeavours to* relieve itself of its 
overgorged contents^ His^bpdy bums, his 
eyes are inflamed, his cheeks are crimsoni. 
Ms li|)s are livid, and heavy and opf^ressSye 
sl£ep overpowers him. Until at length he 
tumbles, or rather wallows into bed to 
dideavour to snore away the fumes of his 
intemperance. They are not, however, to 
be so easily overcome, his sleep is unre- 
freshing and broken by hideous images and 
starts of horror* , 

** Dreams are from repletion brcdj^ 

' From rising fumes of indigested food« 
And noxious humours that infe£l the blood,. 
When choler overflow^, then dreams arc bred 

' Of fiaixi% »ni of the fatoily of red : — 
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Red dragons, and red beasts in sleep w# vie^, 
Bor humours are dtstinguiihed by their hue. 
from hence we dream of wars and warlike things, 
And was^ and hornets with their double stings.; 
• Cholcr, adust, congeal? our blood with fear, 
Then "black bulls toss us, and black devils tear; 
In sanguine airy dreams aloft we bound. 
With Rheums oppressed^ we sink in pven. 
drown'd.*' 

** We seem to run, but destitute of force, * 
-Our linking limb» forsake us in the course; 
In vain we heave for breath, in vain we cry,- 
The nerves unbrac'dj their usual suxngth deny, . 
And on the.tongue the fault'ring accents die." 

DaVDBK. 

, J3t. J&hnson observes in on& of his 
letters^ that—** Gluttony a more dea- 
picabl<5 vice than even avarice," and con- 
tinuing the subject thus expresses himself, 
Gluttony is, I think, less common 
among women than among men. Women 
commonly eat more sparingly^ and^ &re 
less curious in the choice of meat; bfut if 
H 4 once 



J52 

once you fitid^ woman gluttonous, expect" 
from her very little' virtue. Her mind is^ 
enslaved to the lowest and grossest temp- 
tation. A friend of mine, who courted a. 
lady of whom he did not know much, was 
advised to see her eat^ and if she was vo- 
luptuous at tables to forsake her. — He mar- 
ried her, however, and in a few weeks came 
to his adviser with this exclamation,—* li 

* zVv the disturbance of my life to see this 

* woman ea^/'— She was, as might be ex- 
pected, selfish and bruta), and after some 
years of discord^they parted^- and, I Believe^ 
came together no more. 

Of men the examples are iiufiiciently 
common. I have a friend of great eminence 
in the learned world, who had hung up 
some pots on his wall, to furnish nests for 
sparrows ;-T-the poor sparrows, not know- 
ing his character, were seduced by the 
convenience, and I . never h^ard a man 

speak. 
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speak of any. (i\h\te enjoyment vWth such 
contortions of delight ho cxhibit?ed vvheil' 
he talked of eati»g the }'oang ones." 

To turn from 4hfe di^usting pkHure ttf *^ 
one equally brutal, consider the efFects^of 
wine, and it will surely act a8' a pneservative 
against its immodei^ate use. Wine is on-- 
doubtedly necessary in many -cases, as it 
acts as a cordial to i7ian; but should ever be 
taken with caution, as too frequent use 
destroys all its salutary effects, and trans- 
foftns a blessing into a curse. Men who 
accustom themselves to bewilder their 
brains with large potions of wine, may be 
accounted madmen, and shoukl be held 
incapetbte of any great trust, and securied,- 
t& preserve- Ihemselvea and others from <^ 
danger,-^for how -frecjucnUy are the mosft • 
di^dfoi actions the consdqfi^cid of ine- - 
briety^ I have read a legend of a herlnk 
whom the devil tempted to commit some . 
' . - . H-5 . heinous - 



heinous crime, and gave him the choice of 
three, murder, theft, or drunkenness; .the 
hermit chose the latter as the least atro- 
cious^ but whto once drunk, he readily 
committed the other two. 

To quote from a higher'and better au- 
thority, we find, the following advice res- 
pecting moderation in eating and drinking, 
in the xxxist chapter of £cclesiasticus, be- 
ginning at the l6th verse:—- 

^16^ Eat as becomeih a man those 
things which are^set before, thee ; . but de- 
vour not, lest thou be hated. 

17v Leave off first for manners- sake, 
and be not unsatiaUe lest thou offend. 

18% When thou sittest among many, 
reach not tbine4iand out first of alL 

ig. A v^ little is sufiicient for a man 
#ell nurtured, and he fetcheth not hia wind 
short upon hia bed.. 

20. £ijpandl 
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ae. Sound sleep cometh of moderate _ 
eating, he rifieth early, and wits are.with^ 
him; but the pain of watching^ and pang^^ 
of the beliy, are with an unsatiable man.'* 

Of wine we find as .follows^ beginning: 
ai the 25th verse: — 

. ^^25..><Shew not thy valimitneas ia. 
f wine, fbc .wine hath destroyed many. 

26. The furnace proveth the edge by ^ 
dipping; so doth wine the hearts of the- 
pfoud by drunkenness.^ ' 

27. Wine is as good aaJife to a man, if 
It be drunk moderately. What life is theiv 
to Shman4hat is without wine? for it was 
made to make men glad% 

28. Wind measurably drunk> and in 
season, bringeth gladness of the hearty and 
cheerfulness of the roiinL 
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29* But wine drunken with excess ^ 
maketh bitterness of the mind^ with brawU 
ing and quarrelling. 

30. Drunkenness increaseth the rage of ^ 
a fool till he offend; it diminisheth strength 
and maketh wounds. 

31. Rebuke not thy neighbour at the 
wine^ and despise him not in his mirth ; give 
him^ no despiteful words^ and press not - 
upon him with urging him to drink/' . 



ON 
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MOST^other «ins have for 
their object some pleasure or profit^ but 
tho heinous sin of Swearing has none^ aud 
is nierely a !W]cked habit, the consequence 
of a depraved disposition. Some will al- 
ledgie in excuse for taking the sacred name 
of God in vain, that they were provoked, 
or in a passion ; but surely it is a poor ex- 
cuse, that a bad cause should justify a bad 
effect, and that one crime should warrant 
another,— ^r, that what would destroy a 
good action, should excuse a bad one. 

Sometimes this . wicked custom prO'« 
^eds from pride^ and aiyrannical humour ; 

someiimM 
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semettmes from wantonness and levity of^ 
mind. — ^Sometimes from stupid inadver- 
tency or precipitancy, which leads men to 
speak without thought,.. or without consi- 
dering the nature'and consequence of their 
words. 

Sometimes, yjet more dreadful, it springs 
from profane boldness to put an affront' on > 
religion, to display their scorn at its dic- 
tates, and shew that they are not afraid o£ 
defying even Heaven itself* 

Sometimes in weak minds it proceeds-^ 
from apish imitation, or a humouis. to com*« 
fiy with a fashion current among vain and-t 
dissolute persons* It ever proceeds from a 
great defect of conscience, of reverence to 
God, of love to goodness, of discretion^., 
and sober regard to the welfare of a man /s^ ^ 
aouL. 
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Proceeding from such evidently vldDiis-- 
and unworthy sources, it must needs be. 
grossly culpable ; and no good or wise man. 
can approve actions drawn from such prin- 
ciple. — It yields no sensible advantage, 
hath no strong temptation alluring to it, 
and may be easily avoided or corrected. . 

Swearing can neither render convert- 
sation pleasant nor improving ; and if we 
believe the scriptures, that we are to rende^i 
up to God an account of all our words and. 
actions, how shall we answer using his ever, 
blessed name- in so light a manner ? How. 
can we pray to God for mercies, praise hlni; 
for the benefits bestowed upon us, sit^ in bia . 
presence at church, or dare partake of the 
Holy Sacrament, with lips defiled by im^ . 
jMOus oaths, or with a heart guilty of suclvv 
faeiaons disobedience ? . 
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To'cortcltide a disagreeable and dreadful 
subject. — How frequently do we hear of 
sudden death; and how aweful the exannple 
tor the survivors even when it falls on the 
most prt^jared and pious christians ?— Yet 
how much more tremendous, when we hear^ 
of men momentarily snatched from time to 
eternity, with imprecations on their lips;; 
. and defying that God, .without whose 
mercy they must inevitably perish for everv 
Bold blasphemers, pause I— -Gonsider the 
enormity of- j'our guilt and danger !— 
consider the bottomless 'gulph that yawn* 
beneath your feet ! — and you will sofdy. 
-turn from the broad road of destruction, 
^ad end€avour>.to save your souls alive* . • 
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ON PRIDE. 



IN the historical part of the 
Bible bow many instances do we find of 
Qod*8 confounding men who trusted in 
their own < strength^ their wishes^ tlieir 
power, and their wisdom .-^He suffered the 
l^yptkn, and other- antient monarchs^ to^^ 
increase to the highest degree of power^ 
that they might be a scourge to the petty 
tyrants who ruled wickedly .over oth^r na* 
tions, and then, in the midst of their suc- 
cesses, cut off the sovereign tyrant himself, 
when his cruelties, had exceeded ascertain 
measure ; and that in such a manner, that 
it could not be mistaken for any other 
QHuse, but f^inly ^ewed that the punish- 



ment came immediately from the h^n<l of 
Almighty Go^. — Such was the destructiofv 
of Sennacherib's great army of one hun- 
dred and eighty-five thousand men, smote 
by the angel delegated for that pgrpose, in « 
, one night, as we read in the 2d book of 
Kings^ and the 19th chapter. 

Ninevah, the capital of the ancient citf 
of Aasyrta, which ,wat computed to be fixtjr' 
V miles roundi and poputous in propdrtion^ 
was overthrown from the wickedness 6f itt 
inhabitants by the king of Babylon ; and' 
inihei=eignsof his successors^fo irreparaUjr^ 
rained, that travellers were accustomed to- 
ask, Where stood/ the proud citju, of 
Ninevahr 

Again we read that Nebuchadnezzar,^ 
vainly elated with the successes which \ 
God had given hraiovei^theting^^of Egypt,- 
aitributed: all to --hia^ owuf) - wiBddm^«n<^ 

sjtrength;^. 
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strength ; vaunting^ that the Angular mag^ 
nificence of his capUoI was no more thanr 
what was due to his honour and majesty*. 
'^E^ven while thus vain-gloriously boasting, 
he^heard a voice from Heaven declaring to 
htm the sudden judgments of God, that 
were on the point of falling on htm ; and 
which should last till he was truly sensible 
that it is not many but the Most High^ 
who rukth in the kingdoms of men^ andr 
gtveth them to whosoever he will. 

The same hour was the thing fulfilled 
Wjpon Nebttchadneazar^ aiid he wa^ driven 
from men, and did . eat grass, as oxen, and 
his^body was*^wet with the dew of Heaven^ 
till; his hairs were grown like eagles* fe^ 
thers, and his nails like birds claws. 

In this state of humiliation Nebuchad- 
nezzar remained till it pleased Grod to 
ovike. him sensible o£ the enormity of > his* 

sia * ^ 
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sm and vanfty, . which is thus expressed in 
the 4th chapter of Danie), and the 34th^ 
35th, 36th, and 37th verses:— 

"And at the end of the days, I Neba-' 
ebadnezzar lift up my eyes unto Heaven, 
and my understanding returned (into me^^- 
and I blessed the Most High, and I praised 
and honoured him that liveth for everr - 
^ho^e dominion is an everlasting donunion^ 
and his kingdom ia from generations tat^^ 
generation. . 

And all the inhabitoDts of the aartfe^^ 
iMe reputed mb nothing; jtnd he doeth 8C«r 
cording to hia will in the army of Heaven^ . 
and among the inbabitanta. of the eartli^ . 
and none can stay his hand, or say onto 
bim^ what doest thoui 

" At thesame time my reason returned 
Uftto and for . the glory of my kingdom, 

n>iao 
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4nine hon<Kir aifd brightnesa returned unto 
me, and my counsellors arid my lords 
nought unto me; and I was established in 
my kingdom, and excellent majesty was 
>added unto me. 

" Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, and 
, extol, and honour the King of Heaven^ all 
whose works are truth, and his ways 
judgment, and those that walk in pride 
is al>le to abase/^ 

Notwithstanding this aweful Manafrie, 
we find Belshazzar, son, or grandson, of 
Nebuchadnezzar, %pro¥okingnhe wrath of 
God, and sinning .as greatly as ^MS^predjs-^ 
cessor; until in the^height of his mittkt aii4 
vanity there caa)e* forth fingers of a man's 
hand,' and wroCe overvagatnst the candle- 
flitick, upon the plaster of the wall of ffhe 
. king's palace, and the king saw the part <of 
the hand that wole. 

This 
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This writing, though uiMntdhgtble to 
the wise men of the (Lingdom^ was fearful, 
and truly intcirpreted by the .prophet 
Daniel. 

God hath numbered thy kingdom and 
finished U. 

Thou art weighed 4n the *haiance 
and found warHing. 

Thy kingdom is divided and given to 
the Medes and Per^iamy 

This prediction was fulfilled the fiame . 
night, Belshazzar being slain and his king* 
dkun fassing to Darius, the Median. 

"I 

Though I have thus far confined my- 
self to kings and sovereigns of states, yet I 
grieve to say, .pride is equally inhereirt in 
an mankind.— ^'Pride of beauty, of riches^ 

of 
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^'of dresS) of talents, or of a thousand 
other trifles that are precarious, and may 
be said to depend on a thread. There is 
no passion which steals on the '.heart so 
imperceptibly, or which conceals itself 
under more disguises, or which is more 
inseparable to human nature ; yet were the 
advantages in which we so much pride our- 
selves tobe properly appreciated, we ^ould 
speedily discover that we possess little to 
boast of or glory in* 

The whole of bodily perfections may be 
, said to consist in strength and beauty ,^ and ' 
how many animals exceed us in the 6rst ? 
A few days sicknessi or ^the loss of a little 
blood, and ^the strongest man becomes as 
powerless as an infant ; and truly does 
Blair, in his beautiful poem of the Grave, 
express himself thus^ 

«* StrcDgUt ^ 



Sffength too— *hou siwiy-and less gcfitlc boast 
Of those that loud laugh in the Tillage ring i 
/A fit of commoa sickness pulls thee (down 
With greater casej than e'er thou didst the stripling 
That rashly dar'd ihee to th' uneqttal fight. 
'What groan was that I heard ? Deep groan indeed ! - 
With anguish heavy lasdenj^let me trace it ^ . . s 
-From' yonder bed ifcomes, where the strongman^ 
- By stronger arm belabour'd, gasps^ foiNbreath, 
Like a hard hunted beast.-^How his great heart 
Beats thick ! hi^ roomy chest by far too scant 
To give the lungs full play.— What now avail 
.The strong- built sinewy Jimbs, : and well ^retfd 
shoulders? 

See how he tugs for life, and lays about hini» 
. Mad with his pain. 

r- Heard you that groan ? 

^It was his last! — -See how the greaf Goliah, 

Just like a child that" brawl'd itself to re^ 
-Liesstill. " ' ■ . 

In all the pride of youthfill beaiiiy what 
' is the. human frame ? a mass of corruption, 
filth, and disease, covered over with a fas- 
cinating outside. When the fpirit flies, 

how 
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how 800D does oar admiration give way to 
disgust and horror I how do we fly from 
Ihe loathsome remains of beauty ! — who 
can now admire the fallen ghastly palid 
/ace, which so very lately delighted every 
4)ehoIder I 

^ Beauty, thou pretty play-thing, dear deceit^ 
That steals so softly o'er the stripling*s heart. 
And gives it a new pulse, unknown before, 
The grave discredits thee I thy charms expung'd, 
Thy roses faded, and thy lilies soil'd. 
What hast thou now to boast of? Will thy lovers 
Flock round thee now, to gaze and do thee homage? 
Methinksl see thee with thy head low laid, 
Whilst surfeited upon thy damalk cheek 
The high-fed worm, in lazy volumes roll'd. 
Riots unscar'd. — For this was all thy caution? 
For this thy painful labours at thy glass ? 
T'improve those charms, and keep them in repair. 
For which the spoiler thanks thee not. Foul feeder, 
Coarse fare and carrion please thee full as well, 
And leave as keen a relish on the sense.** 

Blair. 
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The accomplishments of the mind arc 
ako vain, unless they teach us our own 
weak n^s, and the nothingness cff all hu- 
man acquirements ; and that the only real: 
good in this state of probation^ is the 
Qppoftomty .of providing for hereafter. 

To pride ourselves on the acquirements of 
our ancestors, or the possession of fortuni?, 
is at once a proof of a weak head, ;ind a 
contraciteddi^pg^idon; for no one would be 
borh to poverty who could avoid it. True 
grandeur consists neither in birth, titles, 
nor in riches, but in virtue alone ; and to 
prove of haw little real estimation wealth 
is in the sight of God, how frequently does 
he sufFer it to be bestowed on the most 
unworthy, perhaps for a scourge, or rather 
we will hope, to give them the means of 
retrieving their errors, and of obliterating 
their enormities, by their Jiuipanity to their 
fellow creatures. . 

ON 



ink LOVE OP'OUR CO.y^JTRY, 



'^'HE love bf our country ap- 
pears one cff the sentiments impjanted in 
us hy nature, for the general .^opd and 
^^iicfe bf our' fellow creatures ; and bereft of 
whi(5!i, a man, according to the wprds of 
Shakespiear, is fit for 

•J . . . TTeasdns,«tmtagenis, and spoils." 

. JV/^ aill periods, and in all countries, we 
fi^d ' iQve {^redooiinaiat, particularly 
aJ9)pog the Romans ; until, tlieqatural oha^ 
i^Qter of that f>eople was stifled and lost, 
a)T)i(lst the vice anji luxui^y which .sur- 
F9lU(i^ed then?. 

I 2 After 
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After the building df the city, 'RoinuIii% 
Ihough tthe founder, claimed no nierit or 
superiority, but left it to the people to fic 
their .form «of government as tbey. fudged 
best^ addressing them in terms, according 
to Hooke, that -ought never;to beiforgotteh. 

If the strength of cities lay in the 
height of their raufparts, or in the depth 
of their ditches, we should have reason to 
be fearful for the safety of that which we 
have. now built.— -But are there in .reality 
any walls too high to be -scaled by a valiant 
enemy ? and what use are ramparts In 
intestine divisions i — ^They may serve for a 
defence against sudden incursions from 
abroad, but it is by prudence and courage 
chiefly, th^t the invasions of foreign ene* 
mies are repelled 4 and .by unanimity, so^ 
briety, and justice, that domestic seditions 
are. prevented.— Cities, fortified by the 
strongest bulwarks^ have often been seen to 

yield 



173 



jfidcT to force from wUhoot^ or to hMnuks 
horn wilhin |. an exact military disctplinej 
and a steady observance of civil policy^ are 
tbe aoren barrier^: against those evils^ 

Bbt^ there is still another point of 
great importance to be considered,-— 
the pro^)erity of some rising, colonies^ and 
the speedy ruin of others, have in a great 
measure been owing, to their form of go- 
vemqient. Were there but one manner of 
ruling states and cities^ that could make 
them happy, the choice would not be dif- 
ficult rbul I-haveieamty that of the various 
forms of government, among the Greeks 
and barbarians, there are three which are 
highly extolled by thoae who have .expe*' 
rtencedr them— and yet, that no one of. 
these is in all respects perfedy but each of 
them has some innate and incuraUe de- 
fect.— Choose you. then in what manner 
ttiis city shall be governed shall it be by 
1 3 one 



of the wisest tttMng oaff-^Ot hh^)} 16^ 
gislative powttr- be ifl the p«6^»i>?:iisift'fi» 
me, I shall sabniit to \#M!«!*er'^ffirtfi b# 
administration jou shall please to establish^ 
As I think niysdf rttrt ljnVi«8rthy't6> com- 
^mand, so- neither am I uriSWlRi^^fo dB?jfc 
Yoa ha*e chosen me tiy be tWS- ftS88r'-'lclf 
fkm colony, and your e^ttinf -thif^tHtJI'aft^ 
tnyiismejaM bohoofs^ffleitflff'^ISiiMtteifii 
ine;— -honours 'of • wh*eh; cfA^er- IWBg" 
ddad,' I oaoBofc bt depHi«!6dt"' - 

•eituTriit wds th»r*^ Gryt^^mfrm^ 'pfBmt 

onbeMiiif, itnd'jMfv 9ll'ti1aMi«i<«flMfi^8i? 
fore it. Witncfw Btwrtib^i^r^MUeMfln^'M 
leiiC8'or d«arli'Upoilr)hiiPiM»n8-,<- ffi^ I^SBIM^ 
igiriiMt' (hd slat^'}-.a»k}' |fi8~>(^cf>f)afafti^# 
th^stfiVfe flame miA)^!!^ hft*:t«liftf^> i#^^ 
blooH of hi^>fri«hdt C(fe8ir;-ft«ffirf'<!hai- hif 
shouM enliMMtJlPed««t?3ft" ; : •■' 

- i Among 
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AWng the Carlhaginians we find Ha- 
rribal, their general, animating his soIcKers 
to defend their country and possessions, by 
a speech that, might do honour to ih& 
Biost polished times; and which could not 
fdil of its effect on men who knew the 
comforts of a domestic home, and were 
bound by those affectionate ties which are 
the cement of society,.— It ran thus:— 

I know not, soldiers, whether you or 
J0trr f>ri9oners be encompassed by fortune 
with the stricter bonds and necessities. 
Two seas enclose yoi4 on the right and left) 
not a sfiip to flee ta for escaping. Before 
you is the Po, a river broader and more 
rapid than the Rhone ; behind you are the.- 
Alys, over which, even whe»your numbers^ 

podi'tDini$hed, you were hardly able 
to force a passage. Here then; fettcw 
soldiers, you must either conquer or die, 
the very first hour you meet the enemy. 

1 4 But 



176 



But the same fortune which haa thus laid 
you under the necessity of fighting, has 
set before your eyes the rewards of victory, 
than which no men are ever wont to wish for 
greater from the immortal Gods. Should 
we by our valour recover only Sicily and 
Sardinia, which were ravished from our 
fathers, those would be no inconsiderable 
conquests. Yet what are these ? The 
wealth of Rome, whatever riches she has* 
heaped together in the spoils of nations, all 
these, with 'the masters of them, will be 
yours. You have been long enough em- 
ployed in driving the cattle upon the vast 
mountains of Lusitania and Celtiberia; 
you have hitherto met with no reward 
worthy of the labours and dangers you 
have undergone. The time is now come' 
to reap the full recompense of your toil- 
some marches over so mAoy tnounurim mti 
rivers, and through so many nations, all of 
thein in arms; This is the place which 

fortune 
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fortund bus appointed to be the limits of^ 
your labours ; it is hei^ you ^vill .finish your * 
glorious warfare, and * receive an ample re- 
compense for your completed service. For' 
I would not have you imagine, that victory, 
witt be as difficult, as the name of a IVoman^ 
war is great and soundings It has often^ 
happened that -a despised -enemy has given* 
a bloodj^r. battle, . and the most renowned • 
kings 'md-^ nations have by. a small force 
been overthrown ; and if yo\> but tak% 
away the glitter of theHoman name, what 
is there, . wherein^ they may^^stmid in com-^ 
petition with you For, (to say nothing of* 
yaiir service in war for twenty years to- 
gether witb SO' muoh'Valour and success) 
from the. very pillars of Hercules^ from ^ the • 
oceany. from the utmost' bounds- of>^ the 
earth, through so many warfike nations of 
Spain and Gaul, are . you net come hither - 
victorious ? And wittv. whom are you now^ 
tdt fight ? . With' raw sdldiers^ an undis^ 
L& ciplined. 



cIpTiired amiy, be^tioj vanquishbdj Wep- 
sieged by th& GiuU the very last sunimer,: 
anjarrhy unknawii'to their Icadkry M^ kin-- 
acquainted witU him; 

Or shaft I, who was bofri I ' inJ^t- 
alfiiost sayi blit certainly broaght upf in thc^- 
tent of rtiy father; that> mixs^) ixceilentc*- 
gfeneraJt shall .I> the cohqueror of Spam aircfe ^ 
Gaul^ dhd not ority of the Alpmi^ Mtkms^ is 
but, whtth hf greater yet; of itbe^ Atp* 
theitideives^ shaHi I corDpffre-itoyselP^^ with^ 
this half^ytear captain > : A' captarn befbf 
\^hom should onfe plafce the; afmi^^ 
w>ihotit their . ensigns, I- atn persiiaited lifr: 
would not know, to which: of tftem he' f» • 
cotisul ? I e^isem it ho stfiaU sriwiHtage,: I 
soldiers, that theire is not anio^rg, yoa 
\vhd had not been an eye witness of thf. 
exploits in war— not one of wiiole valottr F^' 
myself have not bbeir a? spbetlitor^ so as t^- 
be aible to namcf the tiaies.' attd [fl^ees' of 

his 



179 

his noble atchievements — that with soldiers^ . 
whom I have a thousand times praised and . 
rewarded, and whose pupil I was before 1 
became their general, I shall march again$t. 
au army of men strangers to oiie- aaolher. . 

On what side §6ever I turn my eyes^* . 
r behold all full of courage and strength*. . 
A veterai> infantry — a most gallantcavalry— 
you, my allies, most falihful and valiant— » • 
you, Carthaginians, whom nal only your.^ 
country's cause, but the justest anger iin- • 
pels to battle; The hope, the courage of; 
assailants, is always greater than those whos» 
act on the defensive. With hostile baii-.^ 
ners displayed, you are come down upon 
Ifaly; you bring the war. — Grief,, injaries,. • 
indignities fire your nrjinds, and spur you^ 
forward to revenge !— First they deujanded . 
nri^— that I, your general^, should be de- - 
livered iip to them; next^ all of you, wio ^ 
had fought at tiie fiiege of Saguntum^ and 
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we were to be put to death by the ex- 
tremest tortures. Proud and cruel na- 
tion 1 Every thing must be yours, and at 
your disposal ! You are to prescribe to us 
with whom we shall make war, with whom 
we shall make peace ! You are to set us 
bounds — -to shut us up within hills and 
rivers; but you — you* are not to observe 
the limits which yourselves have fixed* 
Pass not the Iberus. What next ? — ^Touch 
not the Saguntines. Saguntum is upon 
the Iberus, move not a step towards that 
city. Is it a small matter then, that you 
have deprived us of our ancient possessions, 
Sicily and Sardinia ; you would have Spaia 
too ? Well, we shall yield Spain ! and then 
—you will pass into Africa. Will pass, 
did I say ? — ^This very year they ordered 
one of their consuls into Africa, the other 
into Spain. No, soldiers, there is nothing 
left for us but what we can vindicate with^ 
our swords. Come on then. Be men» 

The 
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The Remans may with more safety be- 
co>^ard8;. they have their own country be- 
hind them, have places of refuge to flee to» 
and are secure from danger in the roads ^ 
thither— -but for you there is no middle 
foftmie between death and victory. Let- 
Ms be but well fixed in your minds, and 
once again 1 say, you are conquerors/' 

Turning from distant and savage exam- 
ples, to our own country, we find the Earl of 
Arundel, at once animated^ by the love of 
his country,, and a desire to spare the 
effusion of blood, proposing an accommo- 
dation between King. Stephen and Henry 
the Second. Both armies were prepared 
for battle, when the Earl stepped forth, and 
having assembled the English nobility and 
principal officers, addressed them to the 
following effect : 



1«2? 

'^Ifis now -above sixteen years^ tfiat 
on e (loijl)tful ai.d' disputed claim to the 
tfrowHj the rage of civtl uar has alrnosl con- 
tltiiially infested this kingdom,- During 
this melancholy period, how much blood 
has been shed ! what devastat^ions and mi- 
sery Have been brought on tlie people ! — 
The laws have lost Iheir force, the crown 
its authority; licentiousness and impurity 
have shaken all the fouivdations of public 
justice, 'fhis great and noble nation has 
been delivered a prey to the basest of fo- 
reigners, the abominable scum of Flanders, 
Brabant, and Bretagne ; robbers rather than 
soldiers, subject to no prince, instruments 
of ail tyranny^ violence, and oppression. . 
At the same titne our cruel neighbours, the 
liutch and the Scots, calling, themselves 
allies or auxiliaries to the J^inpress, but in 
reality enemies and destroyers of England^ 
have broken their bounds, ravaged ou 
borders^ and taken from us whole province 



dgMWftt (httn; . #fe <«)ffttrtfafr' tHdr' madly, . 
(A$r ami bMdhitfl 

cotHpiii^ite- all these Io§s#s, oi- what do wig 
eiptet r Whert^MaBld^^iva^ iHist^rel^rof the 
kmgdom, thdagh Hfet p<i*efr \<rasf riot yet 
cbnfirmedv irt What» fnannisf did sKe go- 
vern? Did she riotmakeeirea thos^ of H^t' 
own fkction arnif cbbi't regret tHi^ kih^ ? 
Was not her prldi*' fhdr^ ifttoterable still • 
than his levity, her rapine than his pro- 
fu^eSd I Were ahy ;yi*rs of ^Is r'dgn so 
gtt^vbiis tb tliri peoplfe, dffttisivg t'6 the 
ndblfes^^ a^ tlie firfet dSys oP hfer'S ? Wheh 
sb^^^was tfrlV^tl'oGfi did Ste^tren- ddrrtct his 
M bdttttlict? Ditf hB'4iSttiisgr hiirbditlJd* 
«ft*lgn ftiVourlti* ? EHd' he tfisbhai^ge hil 
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lawless foreign hirelings, who had been soh 
long the scourge ancj ther reproach oFEng-i 
land ? Have they not lived ever mace 
upon ffee Quarters^ by plundering' our/ 
houses^ and burning our cities ; and now 
to complete oar miseries, a- new array of. 
foreigners, Angevins, Gascons, Poictevins, 
Lknow not who, are come over with Henry 
Hantagenet, the son of Matilda ;^nd many-^ 
more, no doubt,. wiH be called to assist, 
bim, as soon as ever his aflTairs abroad will^ 
pNermit — by whose help^ifhe be victorious, . 
England must pay the price of their ser- 
vices, — our lands, our houses, must be the . 
hire of those rapacious invaders. . 

But suppose we should have the for- - 
tone to conquer for Stephen, what will be r 
the consequence ? Will vietory; teach him * 
moderation ? Will he learn from security,- 
that regard for our liberties, whieh he- 
cottkL not learn from dangier ? Alas I the ^ 

only* 
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only fruit of our good success will be this 
the estates of the Earl of Leicester^ and 
others of our countrymen, who have now 
quitted the pi&rty of the King, will be for* 
feited, and new confiscations will acerue to 
William of Ipres. 

, But let us not hope, that, be our 
victory ever so complete, it will give any 
lasting peace to this kingdom. Shoidd 
HeiKy fall in this battle,, there are two 
other brothers to succeed to his claim,, and 
support his faction, perhaps with less me- 
rit, but certainly with as much ambition as 
he. What shall we do then to free our- 
selves from all these misfortunes ? Let us 
prefer the interest of our country to that of 
our party, and to all those passions, which 
are apt, in civil dissensions, to inflame zeal 
into uuidnesa, and render men the blind 
instruments of those very evils, which they, 
fight to avoid« Let lis prevent all the 
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drimes and all the horrors that attend a w^r' 
of this kind, in which conquest itself is. full 
of calamity, and our most happy victories^ 
deserve to Be" celebrated only by. tears.. 

**^Natare herself is dismayed, and shrinks '' 
biack' from a combat, where every blow we " 
fit'rikie m^y murder a friend^ a relation, a 
jferenf. liet t» hearken to hier voice," 
which commandii us to refrain from .thjitr 
guilt. Is there one of us here who would * 
not^ think it a happy and glorious act, to* 
save the life of one of his countrymen f - 
What a felicity then, and what a gbry^f- 
must it be to us all, if we save the lives of 
ttibusands of Englishmen,^ that must other- 
wise fall in this battle, .and in many other ' 
biattlies, which hereafter may be fought on - 
this quarrel ? : It is in our power to do so — 
it is^ in ourr^power to end the' controversy, 
both safety and honourably y - by an ami- 
caWe agreemedt, . not by; the* sword.— 



Stti)hfeh rtay <*jt^ tlW royaf tirgtiTty: for "h B 
life, arid itit stitice^oH ht' s^ur^d tb the 
fatrn^ daw of NdttiiaWd^, Vvilh sucH a 
present ranlf iti thb' SlnY^ bTdfit^' tlie heir 
of the crown. 

. « EffiA* tffe- Ijlt'JeiVSf' entemies of ttie 
HHg-rtfrfBt' Acto^tiScfg^; fRar hfe is vafiant, 
gWeWtig, Jittd'grfetf:rMl'dF<fa ; liis warmest 
fffiA'ds t^in%t' rfeHy, t^f ' fee-; Kar a ^eat 

mif mkfbre e6tit\\!ak, lMM^ §hould"n6t 
. ie'rf*^5h\t?<f of t^ife' ray^r'dtttlia^rlty^ 6uT t^Ki 
ISa <«igWt' t3'Bt*V«fraiil%tf' l^brtf i fdrifHer 
ihm 6t i{, m\tWcvH Mme Hy ifo means 
«'c(?rtaltf irtif ^(tetm ii vi fiat 1 propose; 
^ mif^^is'^m^ ^^Tfl- bff t^iftpe/^d By VKe 
^*«<^i^ thfe'xiBan^^^, i«J*d' iftiSueijife 'ij^ 

iff' tri8'^iiJ'<fr"tf)»khigdbth t^frtch hfi tar, 

aihferitv «Wtt. Ww«5's rigtrt; ttf W; 
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if it be necessary, against any futore viosk^ 
lation of our liberties, and to procure an^ 
effectual redress of our grievances, whicb> 
we have hitherto sought in vain^. 

If all the English in lk>th armies^ 
unite^ as I. hope they may,^ ia this plan of^ 
pacification,. Ihej will be abts ta give the 
law to the foreigners, and oblige both the 
king and the diike to consent to it^. Tbii 
will secure the public tranquillity^ >aDd leave 
no secret stings of resentment,, to rankle iw 
the hearts of a. sufiering party,.aBd. produce 
future disturbances,. A&. there wiH bf np^ 
triumph,, no insolence, no exclusive right 
to favour, on either 8ide,^theiie can be no 
shame,^ no anger^ no.^ uneaay. desiine 06 
change*. It will be the work, of the whole 
nation, and all must wish to. support whafc 
all have established. The sons of Siepheo^ 
indeed, may endeavour to opppae it*;, but^ 
their efforts will be fruitless^, and muatr 
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•enil vay 9oon^ either in their submission or 
their ruin* Nor hare they any reasonable 
cause of complaint. Their father himself 
did not come to the crown by hereditary 
right. He was elected in preference to a 
woman and an infant, who were deemed 
not to be capable of ruling a kingdom. 
By that election our allegiance is bound to 
him during his life; 'but neither that bond, 
nor (he reason for which we chose him^ 
will hold as to the choice a sucoessor. 

Henry Plantagenet is now grown up 
to an age of maturity, and every way qua- 
/Kfied to succeed to the crown. He is the 
grandson of a king whose memory is dear 
to us, and the nearest heir male to him in 
the -course of descent; he appears to re- 
aemble him in M his good qualities, and 
to be worthy to reign over the Normans and 
English, whose noblest blood, united, en- 
riches his veins. Normandy has already 
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The Brrangemedt propcMed liy ihe 
wisdom of the Earl was adc^ted ; the lives 
of thousands were spared, and Henry suc- 
ceeded Stephen, wiihoBt dissension, at bis 
4ieath, which hap()ened a year afterwards^ 
115^ 

As anotlier example, we find qoeeB 
Eli£abeth*s trust in her loyal subjects, by 
her address to them at Tilbury Fort, at the 
period she expected her kingdom to be in- 
vaded by the Spaniards; and which speech, 
according to Dr. Sharp, ran thos :— 

My loviiig People, ' 

" WE have been persuaded 
by some who are careful of our safety,^ to 
take heed how we commit ourself to aa 
armed mutthude for fear of treachery;—- 
but I assure you, I do not wish to live to 
distrust my faithful and loving people. Let 
tyrants fear,— -I have always so behaved 
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myself, that, under God, I have placed my 
chiefest streogth and «afegaard in the 
loyal hearts and good will of my sobjects* 
And therefore I am come among you, as 
you see 9t this time, not for my recreation 
«nd disport, but being resolved, in the heat 
of the battle, to live or die among you*— 
to lay ..down for my God, and for my king* 
dom, and £or^ my people, my honour and 
Hiy blood, even in the dust.— I know I have 
the body of a weak and feeble woman, but 
I have the heart of a king, and of a king 
irf* England too, and think foul scorn, that 
Parma, or Spain, or any other prince of 
Europe, should dare to invade the borders 
of my realm'; to which, rather than any 
dishonour should grow by me, I myself will 
take up arms, I myself will .be your general^ 
judge, «nd rewarder of every one of your 
virtues in the field,— I know already of your 
forwardness; you have deserved rewards 
and crowns, and we do assure you, on the 
vox.. iz« K word 
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word of a prince, -they shall be duly paM 
you. — In the mean time, my lieutenant 
general shall be in my stead, than whom 
never prince commanded a more noble ©r 
worthy subject;— not doubting, but by 
your obedience to my general, by your 
concord in the camp, and your valour in -the 
field, we shall shortly have a famous victory 
over these enemies of my *<jrod, -of my 
kingdom, and of my people.'* 

The animation this speech caused 
through the army may readily be conceived; 
the officers and soldiers, to a man, swore to 
live or die in the defence of their religipn, 
their queen, ai>U their country. 

History furnishes us with an instance . 
of noble integrity and loyalty, in a letter 
which James, Earl of Derby, wrote to 
Commissary Ireton, son-hi-Iaw ,to Crom- 
well^ in answer to a summons \(rhich he 

sent 
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^etit the Earl to deliver up the Isle of 
'Man. 

1 have received your let- 
ter with indignation, and with scorn return 
you this answer: — That I cannot but 
wonder whence you should gather any 
hopes that I should prove, like you, trea- 
cherous to my sovereign ; since you cannot 
he ignorant of the manifest candour of my 
/ormer actings in his late majesty's service, 
from which principles of loyalty I am no 
whit departed.— I scorn your profier, I 
^disdain your favour, I abhor your treason; 
«ndam so far from delivering up this island 
to your i&dvantage, that I shell) keep it to the 
utmost of my power, and I hope to your 
, destruction. — ^Take this for your final an- 
swer, and^forbear any further solicitations; 
forvif you trouble me with any more mes- 
sages of this nature,, T will burn your paper, 
K 2 and 
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and hang up your messenger/ This is my 
immutable resolution, and shall be the ^m- 
doubted practice of him who accounts it 
his chiefest glory , to be His Majesty's most 
loyal and obedient subject^ 

JAMES, Earl of DERBY/* 

« Ca^tle-Town, . 
July 14, 1649." 

If the confusion of the times when the 
above was written is considered, it en^ 
bances our respect for the writer ; who, 
when Cromwell was, daily rising in power, 
and six months only had elapsed since King 
Charles the First was behead^, he nobly 
^ared persevere in loyalty and duty« . 
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Health, blooming goddess, most propitious pow'r, 
Whose blessings mortals next to life implore; 
Such graces in your heavenly eyes appear, 
That cottages are courts when you are there4 
Manliind, u you vouchsafe to smile or frown, 
Find ease ia chains^ or anguish in a crowor ' 

DR« Jehmon observet, that^ 
the distinctions which set one man above 
another are very little perceived, kv the 
gloom of a sick chamber^ where it will be 
vain to expect entertainment from the gay> 
or instruction. from the wise; where all 
human glory, is- obliterated^— -the wit is 
^ouded,--tHe^reasoner perplexed^— -and the 
K3 hero 



hero subdued— where the highest and^ 
brightest of mortal beings finds nothing:' 
left him but the consciousness of in^^ 
nocence/* 

How ungrateful are the generality of^ 
mankind while they enjoy the blessing of' 
health; and how seldom do they reflect oh 
the weariness and pains- which attend a 
sick bed! — While the blood flows in an 
uninterrupted course in* its channels, and' 
the arteries and sinews are able to perform 
their seyerat fimction8> how apt are we to 
overlook that mercy> which hat formed 
them for these operations 1 but as soon u 
they are obstructed we become sensible o$ 
their valiae. Stretched on a bed of- down,, 
in the restlessness of pain, how joyfully- 
would, we exchange condUions with tho 
healthy peasant, who^ wearied wjth labour^: 
sleeps soundly on his be;! of straw. How 
ceadily should we relinquish ftll. the ad^^ 
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vantages of riches and grandeur, to pur-s^ 
chase health! — Health which gives relish 
ta every enjoyment, and likethe rdys of the 
sun diffuses beauty on every object;' • Lan-- 
guishing in agony ^ the sound of musia losesr 
its harmony, the radiance of the sun is 
painful, the beauties of nature are obscured,- 
and the gloom of - night is intolerable.—* 
Even in our gayest moments sudden pains 
will ^ssail us, and a common head or 
tooth ache destroys all our enjoyment; thus 
reminding us, as it were, that we are mor- 
tall and that if pleasure be the lot of man,, 
it must be in something beyond the grave,, 
for on this side constant experience tells us 
that all is vanity. This reflection^ has, 
lK)wever, little influence on human- coit->- 
duct, for how often do we act against our 
better judgment to- avoid particularity, orr 
being thought unfashionable. Yet surely a- 
near prospect of death and judgment should 
force us to estimate* more properly the 
K 4> gaudy 



gandy vanities of this life/ and conrintse 
of the fallacy of huroan comforts; and par* 
ticukrly lead tis ho bless God for the op* 
portunity he has afFopded us of seeing^ 
things as they really are, and convincing us 
that the small consolation all the earth 
can bestow, is in the time of ilhiess, and at 
the hour of death. May we be sensible of 
this important truth before it is loo late, 
and learn the value of those hours which 
we before wasted in guilt or folly ; and no • 
longer suffer ourselves to be begmled by 
the fascination of a> vaiti> suocesston of 
shadows. 

To shew the support of religion ih the 
greatest sufferings, Dr. Young relates, that 
^ Mr. Addison, after long struggling with 
a hopeless distemper, dismissed his physi- 
cian, and prepared for death with resig- 
natiori and fortitude. Finding hi^ end ap- 
proaching, he requested the presence of 
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Lord Warwick, who had been his pupil, and 
was near!y related to him by marriage.— 
' Dear Sir,' said the youth, * I am here, 
ready to listen JLo your commands, and shall 
hold myself bound in honour and ,duty to 
fulfil them/—* IV^ good youth,* answered' 
the dying man,-* I sent for you only to 
witness iiy what peace a Christian can die,* 
and soon after expired." 

As a second example, Dr. Tillotsoa 
(afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury); . 
when himself' pronounced in danger of an 
apoplexy, wrote the following letter' to a 
friend who languished under a dangerous • 
distemper. — - 

** ram sorry to hear that 
your distemper grows upon you, and that 
you appear to decline so fast. 1 am very 
sensible how much easier it is to give advice 
K5. t against- 



against trouble^ in the case of another, than^- 
to take itJn our own. It iiath pleased: 
God to exercise me of late with a very sore> 
trial,, iit the loss of my dear and only child,, 
in which I ?do perfectly .submit to his good 
pleasure, firmly believing, that ^he always^ 
does what is best; and yet, though reason> 
be satisfied, our passion i& not so soon, 
appeased, and when nature has regeived a^ 
wound, time must be allowed for the heal- 
ing of it; Since thcU^ God hath thought s 
fit to give me a nearer^summons, and 2^^ 
closer warning of my mortality, in the dan- 
ger, of an apoplexy ; which yet, I thank. 
•Go4 for it, hath occasioned no very, me-^^ 
lancholy reflections, — bu4^ thisy perhaps, ia- 
more owing to natural teraf)er, than philo- 
sophy and wise consideraticMi. Your case 
is; I know^ very diflferent, who are of a 
disposition inclined to melancholy, and un^ 
der a distemper apt to increase it, for both 
which great allowances are to be made. 
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" And jet, methinks, both reason and 
religion do offer to us, considerations of 
that solidity and strength, as may very well 
support our spirits, under all the frailties- 
and infirmities of the flesh, — such as these, 
that God is perfect love arid goodness— 
that we are not only^ his^ creatures but his 
childcen, and as dear to him-^s- to our- 
selves — thai he does not aflJict wiJlingly^^or 
grieve the children of, men — and that- all - 
evils and afflictions which befal us, are in- 
tejided for the cure and prevention of 
greater evils of sin and punishment;— 
and therefore we ought not only to submit • 
to them with patience, ^is being deserved- 
by* us, but to receive them with thankfuK- 
ness, as being designed by him to dd-os 
tjhatgoodi and to bring us to that sense ot 
him and ourselves, which perhaps nothing 
eke would have done; — that the sufferings 
of the present life are but short and slight, 
compared with that extreme and endtess, 
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misery which we have desenred^and witb 
that exceeding and eternal weight of glory 
which we hope for in the other world ; that 
if we be careful to make the best prepa- 
ration we can for death and eternity, what^ 
ever brings us nearer to our end, brings us^ 
nearer to our happiness, — and how rugged: 
soever the way be, the comfort is, that it 
leads to our father's house, where we shall^ 
' want nothing that we can wish. 

When we labour under a dangerouT' 
distemper that threatens our life, what 
would we not be coptent to bear, in order 
to a perfect recovery, could we be assured^ 
of it ?— -And should we not be willing to 
endure much more in order to obtain hap- 
piness, and that eternal life which God, who 
cannot lie, hath promised ?— Nature, V 
know, is fond of life, and apt to-be still 
lingering after a longer continuance here; 
and yet a long life, with the usual burtbeneh^ 
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and infirmities of it, is seldom desirable.— 
It is but the same thing over and over 
again^— or worse, — so many more days and - 
nights, summers and winters; — a repetition 
of the same joys, but with less pleasure 
and relish every day; — a return of the same, 
or greater, pains and trouble, but with less 
patience and strength to bear them. 

These and the like considerations 1 
use to entertain myself withal, and not only 
with contentment but comfort; tbough 
with great ineq«ality of temper, at several 
times, and with much mixture of huma^i 
frailty, which will always stick to us whilst 
we are in this world. — However, by these 
kind of thoughts, death becomes more fa- - 
miliar to us, and we shall be able, by de- 
grees, to bring our minds close up to it * 
without startling iit it. The greatest ten- 
derness I find in myself is with regard ta* 
seme near relations^ especially the dear and^ 
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constant companion of my life, which, T 
must confess, doth very sensibly touch me;.- 
biit when I consider, and so I hope will 
they also, that this separation will be but . 
for a little while, and that though I shall , 
leave them in a bad world> yet under the 
cgre and protection of a good God, who 
can be more and -better to them than all 
other relations, and will certainly be so to 
tkem that love him and hope in his mercy, 

Lshall not need to advise you what to 
do, and what use to make of this time of 
your visitation. I have reason to believe, 
that you have been- careful in the time of - 
yx)ur health, to prepare for this evil day^,. 
and have been conversant in those books ^ 
which give the beet directions to this pur- 
ppse, and have nort, as so many do, put oft 
the great work of your life to the end of it;: 
and then you have nothing now to dp, but 
as. well as you can, under your presents 
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weakness and pains-, to renew your re^ 
pentance for all the errors and miscarriages 
of your life, and earnestly to beg God's 
pardon and forgiveness of them, for his 
sake who is the propitiation of our sins;-*— to > 
comfort yourself in the ^odnesa and pro- 
mises of Grod, and the hopes-of that hap- 
pjness^ou are ready to enter into,— and iq. 
the mean time,, to exercise^ faith and pa- ^ 
tience for . a little while> and be of good 
courage, since you-^eetond — the storm you. 
are in will be quickly over, and then it will 
be as if it never had been, or rather the 
remembrance of it will be a pleasure. 

I do not use to write such long letters; : 
but I heartily compassionate your case, and 
should be glad if I could suggest any thing : 
that might help to mitigate your trouble;, 
and make that sharp and rough way, . 
through which you are to pass into a better 
world, a- little more smooth and. easy. K 



pray Gad to fit us both Mr thfe great 
change which we must once undergo, and 
if we-.be but in any good measure fit for it,- 
sooner or later makes no great difference. 

" T commend* you to the Father of 
mercies, and Grod of consolation, beseeching 
him to increase your faith and patience, 
and to stand by yeu in your last and great 
conflict ; ; that when you walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, you may 
fear no evil— and. when your spirits fail, you 
may find him the strength of your heart, . 
and your portion for ever. Farewel, my 
good friend ; while we are here let us 
pray for one another, and that we may have> 
a joyful meeting in another world, 
" I rest, Sir, 
Your truly affectionate 

Friend and servant/*' 



Speaking;. 



Speaking of Tillotson, Dr. Blair ob- 
serves,—*^ That such a constant vein of 
good sense and piety runs through hia 
works, such an earnest and serious manner, 
and so much useful instruction, conveyed 
in a style so pure, natural, and unaffected, 
as will justly recommend him to high re- 
' gard, as long as the^ English language re- 
mains; — not indeed as a model of the 
highest elo4)tiehce, but as a* simple and ami* 
able writer, whose manner is strongly ex^ 
pfressive of great goodness and worth.** ' 

' Of the inefficacy of worldly pleasures, 
or what are commonly calleci^ such, we have ' 
a striking example in the younger Villars, 
duke of Buckingham, who havirfg expended^ 
his fortune in riot and profusion, at Ust 
died in a miserable inn, forsaken by his 
parasites and without a friend to close his 
eyes. In that aweful crisis what availed his . 
past enjoyments ?— Could he turn his eyes . 
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inward far consolation? — Surely no!— ^-aTF" 
there was anarchy and confusion; and truly* 
might this unhappy man have said^ in the 
words of Rowe, — "Alas! I have business- 
that would employ an age, and but a mo-- 
ment*8 timeto gettitdone in.*' 

In this distress hismind naturally turned- 
to the Father of mercies, as- it ^should ap- 
pear by a letter which he wrot» a jshort time^ 
before his death to a reverend 'divine ^ and- 
though biitime^wii ibort^ wnvUl hcipe* 
bii contrition wai lincer^i and accepfaible 
to that Bower be had so iinBquanUy- and ' 
grievouily offended*^— — ^ . 

FUlar^j ^uh0> oft Emhingham\ to tfic, 
V Dear Sir, . 

" I always looked upoi^ 
}^u,xiS' a man of true virtue, and know-youk 

to^ 



to be a person of sound understanding^;-^ 
for however I may have acted in oppositioiT'" 
to the principles of reKgioh^ or the dictates' 
of reason^ 1 can honestly assure you I had* 
always the highest- veneration for both.~- 
The work) and I may now shake* hands^ for' 
I. dare affirm we are heartily weary of one- 
anotl^er. O! Doctor, what aprodigal have: 
I been. of that most valuable of^all pos^' 
sessions^ Time«-~I have sqiiandered- it away-* 
with a profusion unparaldltKly and notih 
that ihe enjaymcnt^f a day« weotd bar 
worth a hecatamb of worldi^ I ednnoi 
flatter myself with the proipect of half » 
d^MD houri^ 

't 

^ How d^^picable, my dear friend, itr 
that D^n^ who never prays tp his God but 
in the timeof his distress!— In what man- 
ner can he supplicate that Omnipotent 
Being in his affliction with reverence^ 
whoip. in* bis tide . of. prps|)erity be never 

remembered* 
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remembered witiidFeadN^Dem^rbrffiid me^ 
with infideKty^ my dear Doctb]», when T 
teU' yoo I acn> aknost^ ashamed efi%p up* 
my petition at the throne of Grace, or of: 
impkiHiig that Divine merey m th& next' 
world whiah' I. have so scandalously abused^ 
in this :!~SliaU ingratitude to< nmti^ be 
looked, upon a» the blackest of ^imes^ nt^ 
not ingvaritud)& to €k)d ^~S|flall an^inmlt 
offered) to the king be looked upea in ti)e 
moat oflfensive Wgitt, and yet no notice be 
tkkea^^ vfhetin the Wing of King» ia treated^ 
witdi imligniliy aml' disrespect ? 

'Bie companions o£ myformer^: liber^ 
tinism would scarcely believe their , eyes, . 
Brty diear Sir, were? yoii to sh^w^- them 
this episfle.-^Hiey would teugh at? rti* as a 
dreaming enthusiast, or pity me' as a poor- 
deluded wretch who was shocked^ at the 
appearance of futurity. — Blit whoever 
laughs at me fos'ibeing right, or pitiea 'me 

for. 
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for being sensible of my errors^ is more eni^ 
titled to my compassion than to my re** 
sentment. A (uture estate may vei^ well 
strike terror into any man who has not 
acted well in this life ; and he must have 
an uncommon share of concage indeed 
jvho does not shrink at the presence^ his 
0odl 

" You see, my dear Doctor, the appte*^ 
hension of death will soon bring the most 
profligate sinner to a proper use of his un^* 
derstandiog. To what a situation am I 
now rediiced ! — Is this odious little bat a 
suitable lodging for a prince ?— ror this aox^ 
iety of my mind becoming the characteristic 
of a Christian ? From my rank and fov^. 
tune J might have lexpected affluence to 
wait ppon my life-^rom my religion and 
understanding peace to smile upon my 
end ; instead of which, I am afflicted with , 
poverty and faaonted with iremorse-^des* 

pised 
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^pised by my country land, I fear, forsattfen 
by my God ! — There is nothing so dan- 
gerous, my dear ^5ir, as extraordinary 
:abil!ties. 4 cannot be accused of vanity 
now, by4)eing sensible I was once pos- 
sessed of uncommon qualifications, more 
especially as I sincerely regret that I tvi» 
ever blessed with any at all. My ratik in 
life made these accomplishments still more 
conspicuous; and fasciniated with the ge- 
neral applause which they procured, 1 
never considered about the proper meatis 
by which they should have been displayed ; 
hence, to purchase a smile from a block- 
head I despised, I have frequently treated 
the virtuous with disrespect, and -sported 
with the Holy name of Heaven, -to obtain 
at laugh 'from a parcel of fools Who were 
entitled to nothing but my contempt. 

Your men of wit, I am ^erry io say, 
generally look upon therosetv^s is dis- 
charged 



charged from the duties of religion, and 
•confine the doctrines of the Gospel to 
people of meaner understandings; — it is a 
sort of derogation, in their opinion, to 
>comply with the rules of Christianity, and 
they reckon that man possessed of a nar- 
row genius who studies to be good.— 
* What a pity that the Holy writings are not 
made the criterion of true judgment! or 
that any one should pass for a fine gen- 
tleman in this world, but he that seems 
solicitous for his happiness in the next. 

Behold me now ! — I am forsaken by 
all my acquaintance, utterly neglected by 
the friends of my bosom, and the depend- 
ants of my bounty; but no matter — I am 
not now fit to conver-se with the first, and 
iiave no ability to serve the latter. Let nve 
not be cast off wholly, however, by the 
good; favour me with a visit, dear Sir, 
as soon as possible. Writing to you gives 



tne some ease, especially upon' a subject 
I could talk of for ever. I of oj^uob 
this is the last visit I shall aolicit from yoa 
~my distemper is powerfiil— -come and 
pray for the departing ^irit of * the 
unhappy 

^ BUCKINGHAM.** 
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ON DEATH. 



TURN your thoughts a 
tnoment^rorri fhe gaieties of the world, my 
young friends, — ^forget what you are, and 
remember what you must be. — Sooner or 
later those bright eyes wrfl be closed in 
death — those active feet be stiH — th^ mu- 
sical voice be dumb— those hands forg'fet 
their office — and that merry heart cease 
to beat. 

Sir Waher Raleigh justly observes, that 
Death alone teaches us what we truly 
are," and profceeds thus, — The kings and 
princes of the world have always laid beforS 
them the actions, biit not the ends of ' 
' VOL. n. L those 
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those great ones who preceded them. — 
They are always transported with the g?ory 
of the one, but they never mind the misery 
of the other, till they find the experience 
in themselves. — ^They neglect the advice ot 
God^ while they enjoy life, or hope for it; 
but they follow the counsel of death, opoa 
his first approach. It is he that pats into 
man all the wisdom of thenvorld, without 
speaking a word ; which God, with all the 
ivords of his hw, promises, or threats, doth 
not infuse. Death, which hateth and 
destroyeth man, is believed; — God, which 
bath made him, and loves him, is always 
deferred. — ^ I have considered,' saith 
Solomon, ' all the works that are under the 
sun, and behold, all is vanity and vexation 
of spirit.' — But who believes it till death 
tells it us? — It was death which opened 
the conscience of Charles V. made him 
enjoin his son Philip to restore Navarre; 
and king Francis I. of France, to com- 

mand. 
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fnancl, that justice should be cion&upoa 
the murderers of the Protestants in Me- 
rindol and Cabrieres, which till then he 
neglected. 

" It is therefore death alone that can 
suddenly make man know himself. — He 
tells the proud and insolent, that they are 
but objects, and humbles them at the in- 
stant ; — makes them cry, complain, and 
repent, yea even to hate their forepassed 
happiness. He lakes the account of the 
rich and proves him a beggar — a naked 
beggar, who hath interest in nothing but 
in the gravel which fills his mouth. He 
holds a glass before the most beautiful, and 
makes them st^e therein their ovv»i de* 
forinity and rottenness, and they acknow- 
ledixe it. 

Oh ! eloquent, just, and mighty death ! 
whom none could advise, thou hast per- 
L 2 suaded ; 
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suaded; — what none had tJareid, thou hast 
done; — and whom all the world had flat- 
tered, thou only, hast cast out of the world 
and despised. Thou hast drawn together 
all the far stretched greatness, all the pride, 
cruelty, and an^bltion 6f njan; and covered 
it all over with these two narrow words,— 
Hicjacet.*' 

• 

Walk into the church-yard, and ob- 
serve that neither youth nor age escape 
the stroke of death ; the most noble crea- 
tures are reduced to dust, and the best 
workmanship of the Creator falls to the 
earth.~Learn from every rising hillock, 
that " the wages of sin is death,"— bow in 
silence to the decree, and seek consolation 
from that lesson which so. materially 
concerns all living creatures,—** He that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live; and whosoever livelh and b^e- 
lieveth in me shall never die/' 

•* I 
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r know that iny Redeemer livelliy 
afnd though worms destroy my body, yet 
shall I see God. — This corruption shall put 
on incorruption, and this mortal must put ' 
on immortality; then shall be brought to 
pass what is written, that d^ath is swallowed 
up in victory.— O, death! whi^re is thy 
sting? — O, grave! where is thy victory ?'* 

Death, to a good man, is but the putting 
off a mortal cove'ring, and passing out of a - 
dark apartme'nt, in the frail* Habitation of 
his. fathers, into another, splendid and 
glorious beyond conception. — Prepare then 
f6r the .chang'e, and fear not tb descend 
irtto the tomb^, — thy isDul is in the hands of 
thy merciful Redeemer, Lord of the un-^ 
Icnown world, and Master over death and 
hell.' — Thy earthly structure shall be re- 
built, upon a more noble plan, and though 
for a time immersed in the grave, thou 
Ii3 wilt 
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wilt shake off its bonds^ and rise to end- 
less liberty. 

" As men who long in prison dwell, 
With lamps, that glimmer round the cell,- 
Whene'er their suffering years are run, 
Spring forth to greet the glittering sun ; 
Such joy, though far transcending sense, 
Have pious souls, at parting hence. 
On earth, and in the body plac'cf, 
A few, and evil years they waste, 
But then their chains, are cast aside; 
See the glad scene unfolding wide. 
Clap the glad wing and tow'r away. 
And mingle with the blaze of day." 

Parnelu 

The reiterated livarningi we receive io 
be always ready for the awful change, I 
grieve to say is but sligtitly skHched on 
our memories, and the voice from the 
sepulchre in vain calls upon us; we stifle 
4.he sound in the hurry of amusement, bu- 
sinejrS, and dissij)ati()n, and the momentous 
truth, worthy to b'j engraven in characters 

never 
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ttever to be efFaced, passes our memory like 
the flight of an arrow — or the keel of a 
vessel through the foaming sea. 

The rich, the poor, the proud, the 
humble, the wise man, and the fool, are alt 
feveHed in the tomb. — The vassal sleeps as 
soundly as his lord, and the loathsome 
worm pays as little respect to the latter as 
to the former ; the only disiincll(jn that 
now subsists is a tufted hillock, or a mar- 
ble sepulchre on whic^h the sculptor's art 
<*xHibits all the outward pageaf. ny' of 
fastidious sorrow. 

** Here lies the great — — False marble where? 
Nothing but poor Bnd sordid dust lies here/' 

What a lessbn for pride, and how 
strongly has the Rev." Jame§ Hervey ex- 
pressed himself on the ^object : — I thank 
you, ye relics of high sounding titles and 
^ L4 magnificent 



magnificent names; ye have taught m* 
more of the littleness of the world than all 
the volupies of my library. Your nobility; 
arrayed in a winding sheet, your grandeur 
ipouldering in an urn^ are the most indu- 
bitable proofs of the nothingness of ^11 
created things. ~ Never surely did Pro- 
vidence write this important truth in such 
legible characters as in the ashes o^ my. 
Lordy or on the corpse of his Grace J** 

The sumptuous palaces where they late 
resided, have found a new mliabitant — the 
star dignifies another boaoni'^the coronefe. 
graces another brow— th^ splendid equi- 
page, solitary and empty, folbws its^ mp&ter 
to his last home, and retorna^ tp a- fresh 
possessor ; and unless virtue and affection 
engrave the deceased oxi the memoff of 
his friends^ he will soon be as much for* 
^ttea aa though. he had never been. 

**Tnitli 
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" Truth bids me look on men as autOmn leaves, ' 
And all they bleed for as the summer's dubt 
Driven by the whirlwind:— Lighted by/ur beams, 
1 widen my horizon, gain new powVs, 
See tilings invisible; feel things remote; 
Am pre^nfwith futurities, think nought 
To man so foreign as the joys posscss'd; 
Nought sd much his as those beyond the grave." 

Young. 
• 

Since cle6lh the inevitable fate of alt 
mortals, may we be enabled to say, uilli - 
the pious Hervey, — Well then, since ^ 
sentence is passed, sincel I am a condemhfed 
man, and know not when the dread war- 
rant may arrive, let me die'tb sin, and die 
to ih& loorld, before I die beneath the 
stroke of a righteous God.— Let me em- 
ploy the littlei^ unc^rtairt interval of respite 
in preparation for a- happier state, and a 
b6tter life ; that when thfe fatal moment' 
comes, that Pam commanded 16 shut my 
ey€s upon all things hferti below, I may 
o^Jen them again to; see my Sav'iour in the' 
Ld^^ romsion^ 
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mansions above. Sidce this body which is 
so fearfully and wonderfully made, must 
fall to pieces in the grave ; since I must 
soon resign all my bodily powers to dark- 
ness, inactivity, and corruption, let it be 
my constant care to use them well whiie 
T possess them ! — Let my hands be 
stretched forth to relieve the needy, and 
always be more ready to give than to re- 
ceive. Let my knees bend in the deepest 
humiliation before the throne of grace ; 
while my eyes are cast on the earth in pe- 
nitential confusion, or be devoutly looking 
up to Heaven for pardoning mercy. 

In every friendly interview, let the 
law of kindness dwell on my lips; or rather^ 
if the seriousness of my acquaintance per- 
mits, let the gospel of peace flow from my 
tongue.— Oh, that I might be enabled, in 
every public concourse, to lift up my 
vcMce like a trumpet, and pour abroad a 

more 
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morejo}ful sound than its most melodious 
accents, in proclniming the glad tidings of 
free salvation! — Be shut, my ears, reso- 
lutely shut against the malevoIcMit whispers 
of 'slander, and the contagious breath of 
wicked talking; but be swift to hear the 
instructions of wisdom, — be all attention 
when your Itedeemer speaks, — imbibe the 
precious truths, and convey them carefully 
to the heart. — Carry me, my feet, to the 
temple of the Lord, to the beds of the 
sick, and the houses of the poor. — May 
all my members, devoted entirely to 
my Divine Master, be the willing in- 
struments of promoting his glory," 

Then ye embalmers ye may spare your 
pains, those works of faith and labours of 
Iqvc, shall be my spices and perfumes; 
enwrapped in these, I can gently lay me 
down and sleep sweetFy in the blessed 
Jesus, hoping that God will " give 

commandment 
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commandment concerning my bones," 
and one day fetch them up from the dust, 
as silver from the furnace, purified, I say, 
not seven times,' but seventy times seven* 



ON 



ON THE LAST JtTDGMENT. 



" Th' arch-angcPs tnimpetshakcs ihe trembling ground^ 

The startled dead awaken at the sound: 

The grave resigns her ancient spoils, and all 

Death's adamantint* prisons burst and falL: 

Tlitf souls that did their forc'd departure mourn,. 

To the same bodlcit with iwlft flight return. 

The crowding utoms re-unite apuce, 

All without^ ttimult know, and take their places 

The assembled bones leap quick' into their fraitiei 

And the warm •blood renews a brighter iiame. 

The quicken'd dust feels fresh and youthful heats, . 

While its old task the beating heart repeats. 

The eyes, enliVcnM with new vital light, 

Open,' admiring whence they had their sight. . 

Haira 



232 



other apparently trivial mischailces,^ majr- 
bereave us of life,— may cast us at once into* - 
everlastingness, out of which nb worldly 
art can deliver us. Nay, if we' escape all-- 
fatal accidents, and no mi&hap hiirrie^ us to * 
the grave, yet hav^ we a war Ulthin us, iHe * 
seeds of corruption, which mil assuredly, in' 
time, return us to the dust fronfi wheilce w« * 
sprung, and render u& merely, 

. " A lump of «ca8elc» clay ! thdlcavings-of a wm!;'* 

In that sofemn hiour the companJorrs of" 
our merriment Will fly the painflil sight of 
» pale carcase, and in amusement endaivour 
to lose the remembrance of what they^- 
them^elvea niust one day appear 5 -^^a* few-, 
tender relatives or sincere friendgy may in* 
eked, follow our hearse and embitter soiVie 
days and nights with tears- fdt oUr de- 
parture. — Butj alas! the funeral once ovei*, 

and • 
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-cod the rnourning weeds thrown aside, we 
^hall naturally fa^le fram the memory .of 
the survivors, as well as those who have 
preceded us to the grave have vanishe4 
from ours. Lodged in the earth, the body 
falls to dust, but the immortal soul returns 
to the Divine Giver^~th^re- to render up 
' its dread account, and receive its reward 
or punishment, from a judge whose wisdom 
we cannot deceive, and from whose justice 
we cannot appeal. If it must be thus with 
us, my young friends, let us consider seri- 
ously of our great and awful change.-— 
Where, at that day, will be our deliglU, 
recreations, and pleasures^ our pride and 
gay apparel — our honours and adulations — 
our dainty dishes or our sparkling wine? 
Where then will be the flaitertr who ex- 
tolled our wit, or the companions who 
shared our entertainments and re-echoed 
our mirth ? — Ot^^ vanity of vanities! all our 

worldly 
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worldly enjoyments are faded awayj or 
turned to bitterness, for they will only assist 
in oor condemnation. 

Remember then, that tremendous day 
on which we are told, in the sixth chapter 
of Revelations, that— 

" There shall be a* great earthquake; 
the sun shall become black as sackcloth of 
hair, and the moon become as blood. 

" The stars shall fall to the earth, and 
the heavens be rolled as a scrowl, and the 
mountains and islands moved out of their 
places. 

" When the wicked shall say to the 
mountains and rocks, — * Fall on us and 
hide us from the face of him who sitteth 
upon the throne, and from the wrath of 
the lamb. For the great day of his wrath 
is come, and who shall be able to stand ?" 

To 
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To turn from this fearful thought, let 
us consider wliat a joyful day it will be to 
those vVho have lived in the fear of God ; 
and who, having atchieved their worldly 
pilgrimage, shall pass from misery and la- 
bour, to life and immortality, where, ac- 
cording to St. Paul, They sliall see God 
face to face^ and enjoy perfect hjppiaess 
amidst hosts of angels, to all eternity." 



THE END. 



(Vorbun, Prlnicr,N 
brenUoid. / 
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